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8 WITNESSES FROM 1 & 2 PETER

INTRODUCTION

BY PASTOR MARK DRISCOLL






TRIAL IN THE LIFE
OF PETER

| article 1 ‘ introduction |

Peter.

He is arguably the easiest person to identify within the Bible. No one in all of
Scripture is as volatile and impulsive as Peter (cf. Matt. 14:28; Mark 14:29; Luke
5:8; John 21:7). On his worst days, he bossed Jesus around and denied even knowing
him. On his best days, he wrote two books of the Bible and, according to church
history, he was martyred by crucifixion. Peter asked his killers to turn his cross upside
down because he did not believe he was worthy of dying as Jesus did.

Peter’s life was filled with trials. After failing miserably—he is a coward in the
gospels and Galatians reveals his racism—by God’s grace he began to grow and
change, showing that by God’s grace anyone can become a world-changing servant
of Jesus. In Peter, we see a normal disciple. Someone who really loves Jesus. Someone
who really sins. Someone with whom God is patient as he grows and matures
through his sin to love Jesus more and sin less. Perhaps this is why Jesus appointed
him as the leader of the disciples as an example for all Christians. His imperfections
are endearing and his progress is encouraging.

Peter’s shadow looms over much of the New Testament. In the four lists of
the twelve apostles (Matt. 10:2—4; Mark 3:16-19; Luke 6:13-16; Acts 1:13), Peter
is always mentioned first because he is their recognized leader after Jesus. As their
leader, Peter also acts as spokesman for the Twelve (Matt. 15:15; 18:21; Mark
1:36-37; 8:29; 9:5; 10:28; 11:21; 14:291F.; Luke 5:5; 12:41).

His father’s name was Jonah (Matt. 16:17), he himself was married (Mark
1:30), and in his missionary days of evangelism and church planting his wife
accompanied him (1 Cor. 9:5). The fourth Gospel gives Bethsaida, a largely Greek
city, as his place of birth (John 1:44), but he also had a home in Capernaum in
Galilee (Mark 1:21ff.). Both places were lakeside, where he worked as a fisherman,
and in both there would be frequent contact with Gentiles. He spoke Aramaic
with a strong accent (Mark 14:70), and knew Greek as his second language, as was
common in that day. It is also likely that Peter was influenced by John the Baptist’s
ministry (cf. Acts 1:22), since his brother Andrew was a disciple of John
(John 1:39fF).

Peter and Jesus

Peter was first introduced to Jesus by his brother Andrew (John 1:41). Peter
was later called to be a follower of Jesus (Mark 1:16), and was eventually called
to be among Jesus’ twelve disciples (Mark 3:164T.). Peter was also one of the three,
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along with James and John, who formed an inner circle around Jesus (Mark 5:37;
9:2; 14:33; cf. 13:3). This privileged access allowed Peter to be present with Jesus
as much as anyone during his earthly ministry, including being an eyewitness to
milestone events in world history. One such example is the day that Peter saw the
transfiguration of Jesus (Mark 9:2-13). His experience in the inner circle was so
significant in the life of Peter that he refers back to it as proof of the validity of his
teaching about Jesus (1 Pet. 5:1; 2 Pet. 1:16).

It was as Jesus’ disciple that Simon received his new title, the Aramaic “Kepha”
(“Cephas”), which means “rock” or “stone” (1 Cor. 1:12; 15:5; Gal. 2:9), usually
appearing in the New Testament in the Greek form “Petros.” According to John
1:42, Jesus conferred this title (not known as a personal name previously) at their
first meeting. John’s usual designation is “Simon Peter.” Mark’s gospel calls him
“Simon” until 3:16, and “Peter” almost invariably thereafter.

Warren Wiersbe says, “Peter was a man with three names. Nearly fifty times in
the New Testament, he is called ‘Simon’; and often he is called ‘Simon Peter.” Perhaps
the two names suggest a Christian’s two natures: an old nature (Simon) that is prone
to fail, and a new nature (Peter) that can give victory. As Simon, he was only another
human piece of clay; but Jesus Christ made a rock out of him!™

Jesus’ Commission of Peter

Matthew 16:16-19 records Jesus’ commission of Peter:

Simon Peter replied [to Jesus], “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”
And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and
blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. And I tell
you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell
shall not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven,
and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you
loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.”

This section is one of the most debated passages of the entire New Testament
and in some regards a dividing line between Protestant and Catholic opinions of
the papacy. From early times two main interpretations have been held, with
many variations.

The first opinion is that the rock is Peter’s confession that Jesus is the Christ.
This would mean that either Peter’s faith or the confession of Peter’s faith that
Jesus is the Christ is in fact the “rock.” This is a very early Christian interpretation.
For example, the early church father Origen says, “Rock means every disciple of
Christ.” Therefore, in this view the function of the apostles (including Peter, who is
nicknamed “the rock” by Jesus to emphasize this fact) is to have faith in Jesus as the
Christ and declare that fact openly as the rock on which Christianity is founded.
Echoing this interpretation is Ephesians 2:20, which says that the church is
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“built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being
the cornerstone.”

'The second opinion is that the rock is Peter himself. This is found almost as
early as the other view, as it is spoken of by the church father Tertullian. Its strength
lies in the fact that Matthew 16:19 is in the singular, and must be addressed directly
to Peter, even if, like Origen, we go on to say that to have Peter’s faith and virtues is
to have Peter’s “keys.”

'The words to Peter about the “keys of the kingdom” should be contrasted
with Matthew 23:13. There, Jesus said that the Pharisees had shut the door to
the kingdom for people. Conversely, it would therefore make sense that Peter, in
recognizing Jesus as the Son who is over the house and who holds the keys (cf. Rev.
1:18; 3:7; 21:25), finds them delivered to him (cf. Isa. 22:22) to open the kingdom.
'The “binding and loosing” here is addressed to Peter (Matt. 16:19), but elsewhere
is assigned to all the apostles, showing that the authority Peter enjoyed was not his
alone (cf. Matt. 18:18).

A final point worth mentioning is that even if this latter view of Jesus’
commission of Peter is believed, the view does not endorse or even infer the
subsequent teaching of the Roman Catholic Church. Building upon this
interpretation, the Catholic Church teaches that the Roman bishops are the
successors of Peter and that in every generation the Catholic Church and pope
essentially hold the keys to the kingdom.

Peter in the Apostolic Church

'The Bible records that following his resurrection from death, Jesus personally
appeared to Peter (Luke 24:34; 1 Cor. 15:5). Also, the closing chapter of John's
gospel reveals that in a painfully earnest moment following Peter’s denial of Jesus
and Jesus’ resurrection from death, Jesus re-commissions Peter to pastoral ministry
and the responsibility to “feed my sheep.”

'The book of Acts, which records the work of the Holy Spirit in the early
church, shows that Peter is the leader of the early church prior to Pentecost (Acts
1:15fF). Afterwards, he is the principal preacher (2:144F; 3:12ff), the spokesman
before the Jewish authorities (4:8ff.), and the president in the administration of
discipline (5:3ff.). Though the church as a whole made a deep impression on the
community, it was to Peter in particular that supernatural powers were attributed
(5:15). In Samaria, the church’s first mission field, the same leadership is
exercised (8:144F.).

Significantly, he is the first apostle to be associated with the Gentile mission,
and is such by unmistakably providential means, as God commands Peter to extend
gospel grace to non-Jews (10:1fF; cf. 15:7fF.). This immediately brings criticism
upon Peter (11:2fF), and not for the last time. Galatians 2:11 gives us a glimpse
of Peter at Antioch, the first church with a significant ex-pagan element, sharing
table-fellowship with the Gentile converts, and then meeting a barrage of Jewish-
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Christian opposition, in the face of which he withdraws. In short, Peter acted like

a hypocrite by preaching about the grace of God and then refusing to share it with
non-Jewish Christians. As was his tendency, Peter did come to repentance and
supported the full inclusion of Gentiles into Christianity without being burdened by
Jewish custom and culture.

As evidence of his repentance, Peter readily recognized his mission to Jews and
Paul’s to Gentiles as part of the same ministry (Gal. 2:7ff.). Also, at the Jerusalem
Council, Peter is recorded as the first to urge the full acceptance of the Gentiles on
faith alone without additional Jewish customs such as circumcision (Acts 15:71F.).

Peter’s career after the death of Stephen in Acts 7 is hard to trace. The
references to him in Joppa, Caesarea, and elsewhere suggest that he undertook
missionary work in Palestine (with Jesus’ brother James no doubt now assuming
leadership in Jerusalem). He was imprisoned in Jerusalem, and upon his miraculous
escape he left for “another place” (Acts 12:17). Attempts to identify this place are
hopeless. We know that he went to Antioch (Gal. 2:11ff.); he may have gone to
Corinth, though probably not for long (1 Cor. 1:12). He is closely associated with
Christians in Northern Asia Minor (1 Pet. 1:1), and possibly the prohibition on
Paul’s entry into Bithynia (Acts 16:7) was due to the fact that Peter was at work
there. Peter’s residence in Rome has been disputed, but on insufficient grounds. First
Peter was almost certainly written from there because he calls it “Babylon” (1 Pet.
5:13). First Peter shows signs of being written just before the Neronian persecution,
and 1 Clement 5 implies that, like Paul, he died in this outburst.? Concerning the
death of Peter, Bible commentator Karen Jobes writes: “There is virtual unanimity
that the apostle Peter died in Rome in the mid-60s during the reign of
Emperor Nero.”

Peter the Author

While some critics argue that Peter is not the author of the letters bearing his
name, the evidence against such critics is more than sufficient. They are prone to
argue that he could not have written the letter based on Acts 4:13, which says that
Peter was not formally educated. However, this charge is not credible for five reasons.

First, Peter is described in Acts 4:13 as “uneducated,” and the style of Greek
in which the letter is written is said to be too good for a Galilean fisherman to have
used. Also, quotations in 1 and 2 Peter are taken from the Septuagint, the Greek
version of the Old Testament, rather than the Hebrew version. The style is, however,
not so “educated” as some would like to make out and in places it is much more the
language of ordinary people. There is evidence that in Peter’s time, Greek, as well
as Aramaic, was spoken in Galilee, and as a fisherman living in Capernaum on one
of the great trade routes, he would have had to speak Greek regularly. The fact that
his own brother’s name, Andrew, is a Greek one suggests that from boyhood Peter
grew up with this language. Some thirty years’ work of evangelism and teaching in
a church that contained an increasing proportion of Gentiles would have made him
more fluent in Greek and prepared to quote the Septuagint. Furthermore, the
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charge in Acts 4:13 comes from Peter’s critics and may not in fact be true; opponents
are prone to lie, as exemplified by the advertising that accompanies every modern-
day election.

Furthermore, even if Peter was not formally educated, it does not logically
follow that he lacked the intelligence to pen the letters. As an example, Bill Gates
was not formally educated in college but nonetheless has succeeded because of his
intellect. The fact that Peter’s first language was likely Aramaic, and Greek (in which
the letters were originally written) was probably his second language is in itself
indicative that he was intelligent.

Second, 1 Peter 5:12 says, “By Silvanus, a faithful brother as I regard him, I have
written briefly to you, exhorting and declaring that this is the true grace of God.
Stand firm in it.” While there is a question as to whether or not Silvanus was the
courier or co-author of the letter, it is certainly possible that Peter had writing and
editing assistance. In addition, Silvanus was seemingly a very capable man as he is
noted as a senior leader in the early church (Acts 15:22) and a prophet of God
(Acts 15:32).

'Third, the internal evidence of both 1 and 2 Peter emphatically states that Peter
is the author of both letters. First Peter 1:1 begins by saying, “Peter, an apostle of
Jesus Christ.” In 1 Peter 5:1 the author claims to be “a fellow elder and a witness of
the sufferings of Christ.” Second Peter 1:1 opens by saying, “Simeon Peter, a servant
and apostle of Jesus Christ.” Second Peter 1:16-18 says of the author’s presence at
the earthly ministry of Jesus Christ,

For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you
the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of
his majesty. For when he received honor and glory from God the Father, and
the voice was borne to him by the Majestic Glory, “This is my beloved Son,
with whom I am well pleased,” we ourselves heard this very voice borne from
heaven, for we were with him on the holy mountain.

As well as this direct evidence that Peter the apostle was the author, the letter
frequently alludes to the life and teaching of Jesus, which Peter was present to
witness. Subsequently, the verdict of F. H. Chase is that “no Epistle has caught so
much of the spirit of Jesus.”*

Fourth, from the language of 1 Peter 4:14-16, some have built a case to suggest
that the letter was written at a time when the very fact of being a Christian was a
crime, and this is known not to have been the case until long after Peter’s death.
Peter’s argument in 1 Peter 2—-4, however, is that Christians must take care to live
an innocent life so that if they are falsely accused, such slander will be without
foundation. The book of Acts reveals that from the earliest days, misunderstanding,
personal prejudices, and rejection of the gospel could lead to persecution because of
the name of Christ (e.g., 13:50; 14:5, 19; 16:19-24; 17:5, 13; 18:12-13; 19:23-29). In
fact, Peter’s own words suggest that he was speaking only about individual and not
state-sponsored persecution of Christians (1 Pet. 2:13-14). The relationship between
the church and the authorities indicated in the letter is basically the same as in Acts,
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which also precedes the horrendous and murderous persecution that was inflicted
upon Christians in the time of Nero some years later.

Fifth, 2 Peter 3:1 reveals that the author of 2 Peter is in fact the same person
who wrote 1 Peter: “This is now the second letter that I am writing to you, beloved.”
Despite some scholarly doubt concerning the authorship of 2 Peter, David H.
Wheaton writes:

The writer leaves us in no doubt on the matter. He says he is “Simon

Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ” (1:1). He was on the mount

of Transfiguration with Jesus (1:16—18) where only Peter, James and John
were with him (Mk. 9:2-12). He had written on a previous occasion to the
recipients of this letter (3:1) and is on familiar terms with them (3:1, 8, 14, 17).
Furthermore, he calls Paul “our dear brother” (3:15), and at the time of writing
he was expecting to die quite soon (1:14).°

Furthermore, the early church consistently recognized Peter as the author
of the two letters bearing his name. This includes Polycarp, Irenaeus, Tertullian,
and Clement of Alexandria, among others. Simply, 1 and 2 Peter were penned by
Peter. D. A. Carson calls Paul Achtemeier’s commentary on 1 Peter “the fullest
commentary in English at the exegetical level” and “a masterpiece of careful
scholarship.”® Thus, the greatest technical commentator on 1 and 2 Peter concludes,
“The majority of the evidence, both external and internal, would appear to support
the traditional view that Peter the apostle wrote this letter.””

NOTES

1. Wiersbe, W. W., The Bible Exposition Commentary (1 Pe 1:1) (Wheaton, IL.:
Victor Books, 1996, ¢1989).

2. D.R.W.Wood, “Peter” in New Bible Dictionary, ed. 1. Howard Marshall et al.,
3rd ed. (Downers Grove, I1l.: InterVarsity Press, 1996), 905.

3. Karen H. Jobes, 7 Peter (Grand Rapids: Baker, 2005), 8.

4. Quoted in David H. Wheaton, “1 Peter” in New Bible Commentary: 21st
Century Edition, ed. D. A. Carson, electronic version, (Downers Grove, I11:
InterVarsity Press, 1994).

5. David H. Wheaton, “2 Peter” in New Bible Commentary: 21st Century Edition,
ed. D. A. Carson, electronic version, (Downers Grove, I11: InterVarsity Press,
1994).

6.D. A. Carson, New Testament Commentary Survey (Grand Rapids: Baker,
1986/2007), 136.

7. Peter Achtemeier, 7 Peter (Minneapolis: Fortress, 1996), 35-36.

~6~



'8 WITNESSES
FROM 1&2 PETER

| article 2 ‘ introduction |

“This epistle of Peter is one of the grandest of the New Testament, and it is
the true, pure gospel. For Peter . . . inculcates the true doctrine of faith—how
Christ has been given to us, who takes away our sins and saves us.”

— Martin Luther

Peter’s two letters are a mere 166 verses. Nonetheless, they are packed with keen
wisdom from a seasoned pastor about how to live amidst life’s trials in light of the
person and work of Jesus, who also suffered unjustly.

As the opening lines of 1 Peter indicate, he is writing to a multi-campus church
scattered over a wide geographic region. The ancient cities of “Pontus, Galatia,
Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia” were located in modern-day Turkey.

Bible commentator Karen Jobes says, “This is a vast area of approximately
129,000 square miles. . .. (As a comparison, the state of California covers about
159,000 square miles.)” She goes on to say,

'The residents practiced many religions, spoke several languages, and were never
really assimilated into the Greco-Roman culture. . .. And yet this untamed
region became the cradle of Christianity. . . . We may surmise that, in no small
part because of this letter [1 Peter] and the faithfulness of those who received
it, well-established churches flourished in all five of these regions by AD 180.
Their bishops attended the great councils of the second through the fourth
centuries, where the doctrines were forged that Christians hold dear yet today.’

Where and when were 1 and 2 Peter written?

In 1 Peter 5:13 Peter says he is writing from “Babylon.” This seems like a
reference to the local church in Babylon, but it is unlikely that Peter would have
gone to the former capital of Nebuchadnezzar’s empire. This is because by Peter’s
time it was a sparsely inhabited ruin (fulfilling Isaiah 14:23). In Revelation 16:19
and 17:5, “Babylon”is used as a cryptic name for Rome, and Colossians 4:10 and
Philemon 24 (most likely written in Rome) show that Mark was there with Paul.

In 2 Timothy 4:11, Mark is in Asia Minor, and Paul sends for him to come,
most probably to Rome. The fact that neither Peter nor Paul mentions the other
in the list of those sending greetings from Rome merely suggests that they were
together at the time of writing their letters. All this points to the theory that Peter
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was writing from Rome, which is supported by the evidence of Tertullian®
and Eusebius. !

Regarding when 1 and 2 Peter were written, a date in the reign of Nero (AD
54-68) would seem best. Since Peter makes no reference to Paul’s martyrdom, which
is thought to have taken place during the outburst of persecution in Rome in 64,
the letter was probably written before then (see also 1 Peter 2:13). Links with other
writings are thought to suggest a date after 60. So far as we can draw any conclusions
from the evidence, the letters were probably written c. 63—64.

Why were 1 and 2 Peter written?

The churches and Christians who received Peter’s letter would have been
tremendously honored and encouraged at the willingness of such a noteworthy
Christian leader to take the time, although he had never even met them, to speak
into their life with practical pastoral affection. Also, the fact that Peter took the time
to pen not one but two letters indicates that there were serious concerns that had
escalated to the point of urgency.

'The original audience of 1 Peter was a suffering audience. What was the
nature of this suffering? Jobes writes, “Virtually all commentators understand the
persecutions referred to in 1 Peter to be sporadic, personal, and unorganized social
ostracism of Christians with varying intensity, probably reinforced at the local level
by the increasing suspicions of Roman officials at all levels.” 2

Bible commentator Paul Achtemeier agrees that the persecution in 1 Peter is:

due more to unofficial harassment than to official policy, more local than
regional, and more at the initiation of the general populace as the result

of a reaction against the lifestyle of the Christians than at the initiation of
Roman officials because of some general policy of seeking out and punishing
Christians. That does not rule out the possibility that persecutions occurred
over large areas of the empire; they surely did, but they were spasmodic and
broke out at different times in different places, the result of the flare-up of
local hatreds rather than because Roman officials were engaged in the regular
discharge of official policy."

Peter’s underlying concern was about what we today call tolerance, diversity,
and religious pluralism. Subsequently, the letters, although a few thousand years old,
are incredibly timely to our current culture in which Christians are welcome to love
Jesus so long as they agree that other religions and spiritualities are equally valid, do
nothing to discourage others from patronizing their spiritualities and religions by
speaking against them or evangelizing people, and are willing to actively participate
as requested with practitioners of other religions and spiritualities so as to be loving,
tolerant, and non-judgmental in the eyes of the world. One wonders if they also had
an ancient great-grandmother of Oprah on their televisions in Bithynia.

Christianity spread to the region where Peter’s letter was originally sent as
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those converted to Jesus at the Pentecost holiday recorded in Acts 2:9 returned

to their hometowns. Following regeneration by God the Holy Spirit, their minds,
desires, and actions changed, which made them unpopular with mainstream culture.
'They would have looked to Peter as something of a spiritual father because the first
converts from their area who brought the message of Jesus were converted under
Peter’s evangelistic sermon in Acts 2.

'The unpopularity of Christians was in large part due to the fact that their moral
conduct had changed. The Christians were no longer willing to eat too much, drink
too much, party sinfully, or engage in sex outside of marriage (1 Pet. 4:1-4). Those
who had known them and enjoyed sinning with them prior to their conversion to
Jesus considered their life change negatively. The drinking buddies who lost their
wingmen and the boyfriends who got dumped by their live-in girlfriends who
moved out to walk with Jesus were not pleased with the influence Christianity was
having on their friends because it was upsetting their own lives.

'The unpopularity of Christians was also due to the fact that their devotion to
Jesus above everyone and everything else caused them to be viewed as subversive
people overturning long-held familial and cultural norms. Simply, once people
became Christians, their lifestyle changed and they stopped worshiping the gods of
their empire, city, trade guild, or family.

In that day, paying religious homage to the gods and goddesses of the nation
was akin to waving a flag or saying the pledge of allegiance in our cultural context.
So, when the Christians refused to participate in any religious homage, worship, or
devotion to the state gods, they were seen as unpatriotic.

Cities had their own gods and goddesses who were honored in various city-
wide events and were considered a unifying aspect of culture that brought people
together. When Christians refused to be involved in any city-wide events that
included honoring gods and goddesses other than Jesus Christ, they were seen as
bad neighbors.

Various professions were held together by trade guilds, akin to our unions, that
included meetings with religious rites and ceremonies dedicated to various gods and
goddesses. When Christians refused to participate in any religious aspects of their
trade guild, they were considered unprofessional. They were likely even demoted or
terminated from their jobs, suffering financial loss for their unyielding devotion to
Jesus Christ.

Furthermore, families were held together in large part by religious traditions
that included holiday parties and meals dedicated to various gods and goddesses
who were honored by the family at both home and temple events. When Christians
refused to participate in these kinds of holiday events, they were considered
disrespectful to their families.

How does 1 and 2 Peter relate to us today?

The truth is that, in general, the people of that day were not loyally devoted to
their gods and goddesses. Rather, the gods and goddesses were simply part of the
cultural tradition. This would be akin to the spiritual customs and traditions in our
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own day that have some vague spiritual connection. To help illustrate this point, I
will use some examples from my own pastoral experience.

One woman was raised in a family that celebrated Halloween as a major
holiday, complete with her parents’home being decorated up with witches, skeletons,
spider webs, and more. The entire family would gather at the home dressed up as
witches, warlocks, and the like to hand out candy to the neighborhood children.
They also set up a false graveyard and a small haunted house in which they showed
fake murders and other things intended to frighten children. Upon her conversion,
the woman (who was by this time a mother with her own young children) refused
to dress up like a witch, dress her daughter up like a witch, and participate with
her extended family in their annual Halloween celebration. As a result, her family
regularly criticized her, exerting pressure on her to coexist with the rest of the family
by violating her Christian conscience.

A man who was baptized as an infant in a very dead church grew up as a non-
Christian whose family virtually never entered church other than for weddings and
funerals. Later in life, he was saved and grew quickly as a Bible-believing Christian.
He married a godly woman and God blessed them with a healthy, beautiful baby
boy. His non-Christian parents pressured him to have the baby baptized in the
church they never attended as a sort of superstitious rite; they wrongly believed
that by baptizing the baby he would automatically go to heaven if he died as an
infant. The man lovingly tried to explain to his parents that he would do no such
thing because it was not his church and he did not share their beliefs. Eventually,
the entire extended family formed something of an alliance against him, as each of
them had had their own children baptized in the parents’ church even though none
of them was living as a Christian. He lovingly and graciously held his ground but
was in many ways ostracized by his entire family and his deeply hurt parents even
threatened to cut him out of his inheritance for dishonoring them.

'The threat that Peter responds to is one that we face in our own day. That threat
is that Christians will fold under trial, as Peter often did until God put some steel in
his spine. Second Timothy 3:12 promises, “Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life
in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.” Sometimes this persecution is life-threatening, or
even life-taking. This degree of persecution broke out a few years after Peter penned
his letters, when the madman Emperor Nero burned Christians alive as torches for
his parties, threw them into the arena to be killed by gladiators and eaten by lions,
and killed their pastors including Paul and Peter. In this way, Peter’s reference to
“fiery trials” may in fact have been a very literal warning of impending persecution.
Still, the kind of persecution faced by Christians is more frequently the kind that 1
and 2 Peter address.

In a word, the Christians were marginalized as weirdos. They were weirdos who
loved Jesus so much that they lived their lives and viewed their faith in a way that
made them holy, or different, than other people. Because they would not get drunk,
sleep around, or practice other religions and spiritualities—or even endorse such
things by their approval—they were viewed by everyone else as basically just plain
weird, and way too serious about Jesus.

Subsequently, they suffered shame, discrimination, mockery, half-truths, lies,
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vicious rumors, slander, harassment, abuse, economic persecution, rejection, and
mob violence on occasion, although such persecution was not yet state sponsored.
Basically, Christians stepped out to live with, for, like, and to Jesus. In response, the
world pushed back and tried to get them to go back in the closet with a private faith
that did not affect their external life and role in the greater culture. Thus, and this
point is vital to a correct understanding of Peter’s letters, they were suffering not
because of their sin but rather because of their faithful devotion to Jesus.

However, they were wavering in their devotion. Like so many college students
who weary of being mocked by their professors for being Bible-believing Christians,
husbands who are mocked for not looking at porn or partying with their buddies,
wives who forego a professional career to stay at home and be a wife and mother,
singles who are the butt of jokes at the office for waiting until marriage to have sex,
and net surfers who can’t stomach one more nasty blog or negative news story about
their faith and church, their resolve was tried. They responded in one of four ways.

One, some were enticed by the liberal route of compromise. They wanted
to cut out—or at least explain away—the parts of the Bible that they were being
criticized for believing. In our day, this would be most typified by the mainline liberal
Christian denominations with pastors who endorse all religions and spiritualities
under the oversight of unsaved bishops who appreciate their tolerance, pluralism, and
minds so open that their brains fall out. This is one of the central issues in 2 Peter.

Two, some were compelled to privatize their faith. Sure, in private they would
pray to and worship Jesus. But in public they would shut their mouths and keep their
faith to themselves so as to not be considered the weirdo for Jesus on the block.

Three, some were considering junking their faith altogether. They were tired
of being the butt of jokes in the press and on the late-night talk shows and wearied
of being the Jesus freaks. Why? Because most people simply do not like being the
oddball, misfit, and outcast—especially those who are young and want to be cool and
those who are old with privileged social positions to uphold.

Four, still others were attracted to the fighting posture of fundamentalism. They
were preparing to separate from the culture, set up their own subculture, defend
themselves, and talk trash about the non-Christians who were criticizing them, all in
the name of a culture war.

What role does trial play in Christian faith?

With a steady hand, the now-seasoned Pastor Peter penned Spirit-inspired wise
counsel. His big idea was that Christians are “exiles” on mission for Jesus in a world
that is not their home. Subsequently, their life is filled with trial. God uses trial for
much good in us, for us, and through us. In particular, Peter gives us four guiding
principles for Christian trial:

Principle #1 — Our life is a trial.
* “You have been grieved by various trials, so that the tested genuineness of
your faith—more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by
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fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation
of Jesus Christ.” (1 Pet. 1:6-7)

* “Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test
you, as though something strange were happening to you.” (1 Pet. 4:12)

+ “The Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trials.” (2 Pet. 2:9)

Principle #2 — We are to live in light of Gods judgment trial at
the end.

* “And if you call on him as Father who judges impartially according to each
one’s deeds, conduct yourselves with fear throughout the time of your exile.”
(1 Pet. 1:17)

* “They will give account to him who is ready to judge the living and the dead.”
(1 Pet. 4:5)

Principle #3 — Like Jesus, we are to live in worship to God and
witness to others in the midst of trial.

* “When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did
not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly.”
(1 Pet. 2:23)

Principle #4 — Trial in life is a purposeful opportunity for our
sanctification, worship, and witness to God's glory and our joy.

 “...in the sanctification of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ ...”
(1 Pet. 1:2)

* “In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been
grieved by various trials, so that the tested genuineness of your faith—more
precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to
result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. Though
you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him, you
believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory.”
(1 Pet. 1:6-8)

* “Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that when they speak
against you as evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on
the day of visitation.” (1 Pet. 2:12)

* “In your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make
a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet
do it with gentleness and respect, having a good conscience, so that, when
you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put
to shame.” (1 Pet. 3:15-16)

* “But rejoice insofar as you share Christ’s sufferings, that you may also rejoice
and be glad when his glory is revealed.” (1 Pet. 4:13)
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* “And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has
called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, confirm,
strengthen, and establish you.” (1 Pet. 5:10)

* “His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and
godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and
excellence.” (2 Pet. 1:3)

* “But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
To him be the glory both now and to the day of eternity. Amen.” (2 Pet. 3:18)

Trials come to all Christians. Trials come without warning. Trials do not
necessarily come one at a time, and sometimes it feels like we're at war on every front
for the simple reason that we are. Trials can repeat, which means that just because
you've lived through it does not mean that it is over. Trials range in severity and
duration from momentary annoyance to lifelong anguish.

Still, as Peter will show us, every trial is either from God’s hand or through
God’s hand. Thus, if we embrace trials as an opportunity from God, they can and do
result in his glory and our good.

Trial: Eight Witnesses from 1 and 2 Peter is a theme taken directly from the two
books. Peter uses the theme to teach that a trial is an opportunity God uses in our
life to help us become Christians, or grow in maturity as Christians. Through trials
we can learn about Jesus and grow to be more like him. The trials that we will cover
as we study 1 and 2 Peter fit within the eight categories of temptation, submission,
marriage, suffering, humility, faith, doctrine, and perseverance. How we respond to
each trial is a witness to whether or not we are Christians, and how closely we are
walking with Jesus. Furthermore, for Christians, each trial that we face is a witness
to the genuineness of our faith, to reassure us that God has saved us, and to reveal to
others the difference that salvation makes.

Peter’s own words serve as a matchless closing exhortation, which is the purpose
of this entire series. In 1 Peter 5:12 he says, “I have written briefly to you, exhorting
and declaring that this is the true grace of God. Stand firm in it.”

NOTES
8. Karen H. Jobes, 7 Peter (Grand Rapids: Baker, 2005), 19.
9. Karen H. Jobes, 7 Peter (Grand Rapids: Baker, 2005), 22-23.
10. Against Heresies, 36.
11 Ecclesiastical History, 2.25.8; 2.15.2; 3.1.2-3.
12. Karen H. Jobes, 1 Peter (Grand Rapids: Baker, 2005), 9.
13. Peter Achtemeier, I Peter (Minneapolis: Fortress, 1996), 35-36.
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"ABOUT COMMUNITY
GROUPS

| article 1 ‘ community group resources

What is a community group?

Community groups are small gatherings of people (Christian and non)
that meet regularly for friendship, accountability, study and prayer, laughter, and
occasionally tears. Community groups are an essential expression of the mission of
Mars Hill Church. They’re a place where we learn more about Jesus and life together.
They're the place where we wrestle with the truths of the Bible and encourage one
another toward the life that God intends for us.

Each community group is unique, shaped by its neighborhood and the people
who attend. However, you can expect a weekly gathering in a residence that involves
food, conversation, prayer, discussion for applying the Bible to practical living, and
service in the neighborhood. At the heart of each community group is the desire
to see an authentic community marked by love for Jesus, one another, and the
neighborhood.

Why should I join a community group?

The God of the Bible is a Trinitarian God who is one and three persons:
Father, Son, and Spirit. God has made us in his image, which means we are made
for community and friendship. And when we are not living in community we
suffer because life in a sinful world is too complex and tempting to journey alone.
Therefore, community groups are a place where we can live in relationship with one
another through the ups and downs of life.

How do I get connected to a community group?

The easiest way to get connected is on Sunday: before or after the service, stop
by the info desk at the campus where you attend. The volunteers will personally walk
you through the process and connect you to a group. That will include joining The
City, which is our private online social network. If you are already on The City, click
the “community group”link or select “Find a Community” from the “More” menu.
You can begin participating in the community of Mars Hill at any time, and we are
glad to welcome you.
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'COMMUNITY GROUP
QUESTIONS

| article 2 ‘ community group resources

Many Mars Hill community groups take time each week to discuss the
previous Sunday’s sermon. The following section includes resources to help guide the
conversation. For each sermon in the T¥ial series, the hope is that you will grasp the

IDEA:

| = INTRODUCTION. A summary of the weekly passage.
D - DISCUSSION. A general question meant to spark conversation during a

community group’s pre-discussion dinner or mingling time.

E - EXAMINATION. A tist of questions related to the biblical context of the

weekly passage, for group examination.

A - APPLICATION. A 1ist of questions for applying the weekly passage to

one’s personal life and experience.
'This study format is not meant to be a rigid formula, but we hope that this

curriculum provides a means for intentional study, discussion, and life application.
See page 191 for additional Thematic Studies based in 1 and 2 Peter.
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TRIAL AND 1PETER 112
SIN

‘ lesson 1 ‘ community group questions

INTRODUCTION:

First and second Peter are written to believers scattered throughout modern
day Turkey, reminding them that they belong to God. Their faith and their
circumstances are intentional and have a purpose even in the midst of trial.
Remembering that we belong to a loving and sovereign God allows us to find
peace and purpose in every circumstance, giving us strength to press onward
toward sanctification and obedience to Jesus, even during seasons of trial.

DISCUSSION:

What does it mean to be citizens of the Kingdom of God?

EXPLANATION:

-Who is the original audience for Peter’s letter?
-What does it mean to be the elect?

-Verse one calls the elect “exiles” (sometimes translated “strangers” or “aliens”).
‘What does it mean to be an exile or an alien?

-What does verse two say about the purpose of our election?
-How do the persons of the Trinity participate in this purpose?
-Read Exodus 24:1-8. What is the significance of sprinkling with blood?

APPLICATION:

-In what ways are we like Peter’s original audience?

-How does the idea of being an alien—a citizen of a different kingdom—
resonate? How does it feel abstract?

-How does our identity shape our interpretation of our circumstances?
-Where have you become too “at home” in this world?

-How does that compete with the purpose of our election?

-How does election express the love and compassion of God?

-In what ways do you typically respond when you are sinned against?
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TRIAL AND 1PETER 13-9
JESUS

| lesson 2 ‘ community group questions

INTRODUCTION:

Despite our circumstances, we have a confidence in Jesus and our inheritance
of eternal life through him that eclipses the temporal trials of life. In fact, these
trials serve as a purification of faith that results in the glorification of Jesus.

DISCUSSION:

‘What is our inheritance?

EXPLANATION:
-What is the living hope into which we are born? Why is the resurrection so
significant with regard to our hope in Jesus?
-How does Peter describe our inheritance?

-What is the significance of the words “imperishable,” “undefiled,”
and “unfading”?

-What is different about the way Peter uses the term “salvation” in this passage?
-To what does Peter attribute the purpose of trials in our life?
-How does our tested faith result in glory and honor?

-What is the connection between faith, joy, and salvation?

APPLICATION:

-What does it look like for hope to transform the way you live?

-In the midst of trial, are you more apt to desire comfort or the “tested
genuineness of your faith”?

-How have you seen your faith tested and Christ glorified through trials in
your life?

-How do express your love for Jesus?
-How is the inexpressible joy of verse eight manifested in your life?

-What things in your life, or what issues of identity, subdue that joy?
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“TRIAL AND e
SCRIPTURE

\

| lesson 3 ‘ community group questions |

INTRODUCTION:

As Peter continues to encourage believers in the midst of trial, he reminds us
that the Scriptures were written in anticipation of the coming Christ, but we
have seen the Scriptures fulfilled in Jesus. Therefore, we should be that much
more encouraged and resolute in the promises of God.

DISCUSSION:

How does our perspective in redemptive history affect our faith?

EXPLANATION:

-What does Peter mean by the “grace that was to be [ours]”?

-What were the prophets trying to discern?

-Who was the author of their writings?

-What is meant by the idea that they were serving us and not themselves?

-Explain the good news that has been revealed to you by the Holy Spirit.

APPLICATION:

-What are the implications that we have been given more grace than

the prophets?

-What is the significance that angels long to look into the things announced
to you?

-How have you been served by the writers of the Bible?

-In the midst of trial, where do you look first for comfort?

-How does understanding the Scriptures give you hope during suffering?

-Describe a time when you have gone to Scripture for comfort in the middle of
a trial and found peace in God?

-How is God’s character reflected in the gift of Scripture?
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“TEMPTATION e
FROM SIN

| lesson 1 ‘ community group questions |

\

INTRODUCTION:

In light of God’s gift of revelation, we are called to turn away from sin and
temptation and live holy lives of obedience. We can do this because of the death
and resurrection of Jesus that gives life to our faith and hope.

DISCUSSION:

‘What does it mean to fear God?

EXPLANATION:
-Recap what the “therefore” in this text is referring to.
-Why should we fear God?
-What are the futile ways of inheritance?
-Why did Jesus humble himself and come into human history?
-How have you been spared from eternal judgment?

-What was the cost of your salvation?

APPLICATION:

-What are you setting your hope on that is not Jesus?

-Why does Peter balance the idea of “setting your mind for action” and being
“sober minded”?

-What are the “passions of your former ignorance”?

-How does our sin reflect the true objects of our hope?

-How does your life reflect or not reflect a healthy fear of God?

-What does it look like to live a holy life> What are the obstacles that you face?
-Describe the futile ways of salvation that God has ransomed you from?

-How does that affect your compassion for those in your neighborhood that
don’t believe?

-What would your life look like if it were a testimony to your gratitude
for salvation?

~2T7~



TEMPTATION FROM ™™
HYPOCRISY

‘ lesson 2 ‘ community group questions

INTRODUCTION:

Through the new birth in Christ we are called to love one another as a
testimony to the love and grace of God. When we fail to live this way, our lives
preach a false gospel.

DISCUSSION:

How does our treatment of one another reflect our faith in Christ?

EXPLANATION:

-Why does Peter tie obedience with purification of our souls?

-What is the expected outworking of that obedience?

-What does John 17 tell us about the purpose for loving one another?
-What is the imperishable seed through which we have been born?

-What is the connection between the proclaimed word and living out our faith
in community?

-How does abiding in the Word of God help us to love one another?
-What is hypocrisy?

-What is the implication of a life filled with 1 Peter 2:1?

-Read Psalm 34. What is implied by the question at the end of this passage?

APPLICATION:

-How has your faith in Jesus changed the way you relate to people?
-What gospel are you preaching with your relationships today?
-What opportunities do we have to love one another as a community?
-How is hypocrisy a temptation?

-Where are you holding on to bitterness despite the gospel?

-What issues of hypocrisy do we need to deal with as a community?
-What are the things that you long for in your life?

-How can we encourage one another to a renewed longing for “spiritual milk”?
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"TEMPTATION FROM "™=2*|
WORLDLINESS

| lesson 3 ‘ community group questions |

\

INTRODUCTION:

As a believer, you have been chosen by God to be set apart as a holy priesthood
to reflect his glory. As such, we are challenged to rise to the level of our calling
by resisting the temptation of worldliness that seeks to defile our reputation and
the gospel.

DISCUSSION:

‘What does it mean to be “living stones of a spiritual house”?

EXPLANATION:

-What is a corner stone?

-What is the function of the priesthood?

-How do we expect people to react to the truth of the gospel?

-What does it mean that Jesus would be stumbling block?

-What titles are we given in verse nine, and what is the significance of each?

-Why is important to maintain a good reputation with unbelievers?

APPLICATION:

-In what ways are you surprised by the lofty designs for your life?
-Does it bother you that Jesus would be stumbling block for people? Explain.

-What darkness has Christ called you out of? What does the light look like in
your life?

-Who were you before you received His mercy?
-What are the passions of the flesh that wage war with your soul?
-How does your identity help or hinder your battle against these things?

-Why does worldliness have such a damaging effect on our reputation
with nonbelievers?

-What is your reputation with nonbelievers in you life?

-What is our reputation with nonbelievers as a community?
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'SUBMISSION TQ e,
GODLY AUTHORITY

| lesson 1 ‘ community group questions |

.

INTRODUCTION:

Peter explains how living as God’s people applies to civil authority. Peter calls us
to submit to authority and live as servants of God.

DISCUSSION:

Wohat is the place for government and its authority in the story of God?

EXPLANATION:

-Revisit the previous passages. What was Peter calling us to in those verses?
-How does he apply living as God’s people to civil authority?

-What is the expectation of governing authorities?

-What is the product of doing good and submission to authority?

-How are we expected to use our freedom?

-How is verse seventeen slightly subversive with regard to honoring
the emperor?

-How does it put God in his right place of authority?

APPLICATION:

-How is our response to authority a reflection on our faith?
-What or who has authority over you?
-What is your attitude toward people in authority?

-What are some ways that we can do good in our neighborhood as
a community?

-How can our freedom be used to cover up evil?
-When is it appropriate to disobey civil authority?

-How do Peter’s commands to submit challenge your view of authority?
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| lesson 2 ‘ community group questions |
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INTRODUCTION:

How should we respond to ungodly authority? Jesus provides our example and
gives us inspiration to endure hardship.

DISCUSSION:

Wohat credit is it if you endure a beating for a sin you committed?

EXPLANATION:
-How does addressing submission to unjust masters give Peter’s
audience perspective?

-What is the difference between suffering unjustly and suffering for sins
we commit?

-Why does God call some into this type of suffering?
-How did Jesus respond to unjust authority?
-Why did Jesus respond in this way?

-How did Jesus’ death change our relationship with sin? What ability did
we attain?

-Why did Jesus have to suffer unjustly and die on the cross?

APPLICATION:

-Where in your life are you subject to authority that is unjust?
-How does your reaction to authority preach the gospel?

-What does it look like for you to entrust yourself to God in the midst of
unjust treatment?

-What does it mean to “die to sin”?
-Where in your life do you need to entrust your life to Jesus and die to sin?
-How has Jesus healed you by his wounds?

-Describe how Jesus is your Shepherd and Overseer.
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'MARRIAGE AND "=
WOMEN

| lesson 1 ‘ community group questions |
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INTRODUCTION:

Consider the spirit of the wife toward her husband and how this can preach
the gospel.

DISCUSSION:

What is the purpose of submission in marriage?

EXPLANATION:

“To whose husband should a wife be subject? Why is that significant?
-What is one of the goals of wives submitting to their husbands?
-How are foolish husbands best won over to righteousness?

-What is the difference between internal and external adornment?
-What was Sarah asked to do that called her to submit to Abraham?
-What would have been frightening to Sarah?

APPLICATION:

-Why do Peter’s statements about submission stir up so much controversy in
our culture?

-What are the distortions about headship and submission that pervert it?
-How have you seen conduct have a greater effect then words?

-What is a quiet and gentle spirit?

-How is this idea countercultural in our world today?

-In what way is submission to one’s husband an internal adornment?

-What do you spend more time adorning: the internal or the external?

-How is your fear subdued by obedience to God? How is it heightened
by disobedience?
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| lesson 2 ‘ community group questions |
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INTRODUCTION:

Marriage is a reflection of our understanding of the gospel. As such, husbands
have a responsibility to love and honor their wives in response to the gospel and
for the sake of their ministry.

DISCUSSION:

How does a husband go about understanding his wife?

EXPLANATION:

-What are the responsibilities of the husband toward his wife?
-What does it mean that the woman is a “weaker vessel”?
-Think through the idea of being heirs of the grace of life?

-How does this passage support the idea that men and women are equal
but different?

-What effect does a man’s behavior and attitude have on his ministry?

APPLICATION:

-Husbands: where do you need to grow in your understanding of your wife?
-How does your behavior preach the gospel to your wife and others?
-What does showing honor to your wife look like?

-How does your answer to that question differ from your wife’s?

-What does it look like to treat your spouse as an “heir with you of the grace
of life”?

-How does your attitude and behavior affect your prayer life and ministry?

-How does the way you treat your wife reveal your relationship with Jesus?
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SUFFERING TO ~ "mr
BLESS

‘ lesson 1 ‘ community group questions

INTRODUCTION:

It is better to do God’s will and suffer than to do evil. Suffering is a part of
life, so let us be prepared to suffer well—in community, for the sake of Christ,
through which we will receive blessing...even if not in this world.

DISCUSSION:

How can suffering be a blessing?

EXPLANATION:

-Discuss how we are called to live in community?

-Why does Peter contrast repaying evil with evil and blessing?

-How have we been called to such a countercultural idea of response to evil?
-What is the relationship between doing good and suffering?

-Who receives blessing from suffering for righteousness?

-How are we to use the truth of the gospel in dealing with suffering for Jesus?

-Why is it important to suffer well when suffering for the sake of righteousness?

APPLICATION:

-Give an example of when you had to suffer for the sake of righteousness?
-What are the temptations you face when you are suffering for righteousness?
-What are the consequences if you give in to those temptations?

-What does it look like to repay evil with blessing?

-When hurt by others, do you tend to desire “good days” and “the face of the
Lord,” or do you desire revenge?

-How have you used the “truth” that is not in line with Peter’s exhortation?
-What are some practical ways that you “set apart Christ as Lord” in your life?

-What is the difference between shaming someone and letting your behavior
put them to shame?

-When have you received blessing through suffering?
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SUFFERING TO "=
LEARN

| lesson 2 ‘ community group questions

INTRODUCTION:

Jesus suffered that we might be brought to God and receive new life. As we
suffer for righteousness we can find strength in the truth that Jesus did the
same and was victorious over evil.

DISCUSSION:

How does the resurrection affect our confidence in the face of suftering?

EXPLANATION:

-What was the result of Jesus’ suffering?

-What does Peter mean when he says that we are being put to death in flesh
and made alive in the Spirit?

-What is the significance of Jesus proclaiming to the spirits?

-Why does Peter draw a similarity between Noah and baptism in this passage?
-What does it mean that Jesus is at the “right hand” of God?

-Who and what is now subject to Jesus? What are the implications of this?

APPLICATION:

-In what tangible ways have you put your flesh to death and been made alive in
the Spirit?

-Read Romans 6:2—4. How does our baptism connect us with Christ’s suffering?
-How does the victory of Jesus encourage you in your faith?

-What does the resurrection of Jesus mean to you personally?

-How does your life testify to the fact that Jesus is on the throne?

-What other things compete for space on that throne in your life?

-How does the image of verse twenty-two inspire your worship of Jesus?
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SUFFERING TO "™
SERVE

‘ lesson 3 ‘ community group questions

INTRODUCTION:

Suffering against the temptations of the flesh offers us an opportunity to think
of others and serve them with the gifts given to us from God.

DISCUSSION:

How does love cover a multitude of sins?

EXPLANATION:

-How has Jesus provided us an example of suffering in the flesh?

-What is our temptation as Christians with regard to our old ways of living?
-How will those that malign you be held accountable for their actions?
-How does verse six comfort those who never see reward for righteousness in
this life?

-How should our understanding of the gospel inform our conviction

about community?

-Why does God give us spiritual gifts?

APPLICATION:

-What does it mean to suffer in the flesh like Jesus?

-What parts of culture do you need to reject, and how will that set you apart
from your friends? How can you do this in a loving way toward your friends
who don’t know Jesus?

-What does living for the will of God look like in your life?
-What worldly behavior do you need to repent of today?
-Are you self-controlled and sober-minded?

-Why does Peter command us to love one another?

-Is community optional for Christians?

-How is God glorified through our service for one another?
-How does that hospitality preach the gospel that we believe?

-Where are you serving your brothers and sisters in Christ? Where do you need
to repent of your apathy toward hospitality?
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| lesson 4 ‘ community group questions |
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INTRODUCTION:

Suffering for the sake of the gospel allows us to share in the suffering of Jesus
and leads us to worship and glorify him.

DISCUSSION:

How are suffering and worship related?

EXPLANATION:

-Why does Peter tell his audience not to be surprised?

-Why can we rejoice and worship in the midst of suffering?

-What is the difference between suffering for good and suffering because of sin?
-What will be the judgment for those who do not obey the gospel?

-What does it mean to entrust your soul to the faithful Creator?

-What does this passage reveal about the nature of God?

APPLICATION:

-How do your expectations prepare you for suffering well?

-Are you willing to suffer so that Jesus would be glorified?

-How did Peter himself fail this trial when Jesus was being imprisoned?
-How does shame play into your suffering?

-How are you tempted to look at suffering as a result of sin and call it suffering
for Jesus?

-What makes that particularly wicked?

-How does your life reflect or not reflect the imminence of judgment?
-Do you see God as trustworthy and faithful? Explain.

-What would it look like to entrust your soul to God?
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/ HUMBLE 1PETER 515
PASTORS

‘ lesson 1 ‘ community group questions

INTRODUCTION:

In light of the suffering and trials of life in store for the Christian, Peter exhorts
the elders and leaders of the church to shepherd with a spirit of humility.

DISCUSSION:

Why is humility paramount in the character of a leader?

EXPLANATION:
-What credentials does Peter lend to his exhortation?
-What does Peter call the elders to do?
-What does he expect the motivation for their shepherding to be?
-What are the possible distorted motives for leadership?
-What is the reward for elders who lead as examples for the flock?
-How is the flock to respond to the leaderships of the elders?
-Toward whom is our humility to be pointed?

-What are the consequences for being proud?

APPLICATION:

-How do you think elders join in the suffering of Christ, like Peter in verse one?
-What characteristic is more important for leadership than aptitude?

-What temptations must leaders overcome?

-What are the implications that God has set up the leadership of the church?
-What does it mean for you to subject yourself to the elders?

-Why is this important for the health of the church?

-How can we clothe ourselves in humility toward one another?

-How have we failed in this and where do we need to repent?

-When have you seen God’s grace for the humble or his opposition to the proud?
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HUMBLE 1 PETER 5.6-14
CHRISTIANS

| lesson 2 ‘ community group questions

INTRODUCTION:

Humility is a powerful weapon in the war against sin and Satan. Resist his
schemes and rest in the assurance that Jesus will restore us in the end.

DISCUSSION:

How does humility protect us from the schemes of Satan?

EXPLANATION:

-As Christians, what should be our state of mind toward life?
-How does verse six give us a picture of our position before God?
-What gives the devil opportunity to devour?

-How do we resist the devil and his schemes?

-What is the reward at the end of a life of obedience and humility?
-What does Peter say is the true grace of God?

-What would be the cultural equivalent of greeting with a kiss?

APPLICATION:

-What does it look like to be sober-minded and watchful in your life?

-Why is it hard for you to be obedient to Peter’s command to humble yourself?
-Where in your life are you struggling with pride and anxiety?

-Can you give an example of casting your anxieties on Jesus?

-What effect comes from minimizing the danger of Satan and his schemes?
-Where do you need to be more active in resisting him?

-How has your hope in being called into God’s eternal glory affected your
daily life?

-How has 1 Peter given you strength to stand firm in the true grace of God?
-How has God’s character been revealed to you through 1 Peter?

~ 46~






WITNESS 6

lesson 1 — faith in your new birth
lesson 2 — faith in your new life

Trial: 8 Witnesses - community group questions




F AITH IN 2PETER 11-4
YOUR NEW BIRTH

| lesson 1 ‘ community group questions |
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INTRODUCTION:

Through faith and new birth we have been given everything we need to live
lives that glorify Jesus.

DISCUSSION:
‘What does one need to live a life that glorifies God?

EXPLANATION:

-How has the setting changed from the book of 1 Peter?

-Who is Peter writing to and why?

-How does someone obtain a faith in equal standing with an apostle like Peter?
-What is the medium through which grace and peace are found?

-What are the things we have been granted for life and godliness?

-What are the great promises we have been granted?

-What does it mean to partake in the divine nature?

APPLICATION:

-What do you think of the idea that you can have the same level of faith
as Peter?

-Where do you go to seek grace and peace? How is that different from
verse two?

-If we have been granted all we need for godliness, why do we still sin?
-How are the gifts and promises made in this passage manifest in your life?
-How is your ability to take hold of the promises of God related to our faith?
-What corruption have you escaped through the resurrection of Jesus?

-How will you pursue faith to obtain the promises of God?
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INTRODUCTION:

Peter, fully aware of his imminent death, is adamant in reminding us to continue
to press onward and grow in our faith so that we can be assured of our election.

DISCUSSION:

What does it mean to grow in your faith?

EXPLANATION:

-For what reason do we make every effort to supplement our faith?
-Discuss the supplements to our faith (v. 5-7). Give practical examples of each.
-Why does Peter culminate with brotherly affection?

-What are the consequences for neglecting, and the promises for practicing,
these qualities?

-What is the condition of the man who does not grow in his faith?
-How do Peter’s intentions imply that we should encourage one another?

-What is Peter’s focus and desire as he faces his own death?

APPLICATION:

-How are you seeking growth in your relationship with Jesus?

-How are we seeking growth in our faith as a community?

-What does it look like for our faith to work itself out in brotherly affection?
-Are there any of these qualities that you are not practicing?

-How does our growth or lack thereof affect our ministry?

-Why is the blind man (v. 9) a good reason to be in community?

-How does the goal of our prize in heaven excite you for waking up tomorrow?

-Do you feel the same sense of concern for your community that Peter does
for his?

-What do you want your legacy in the faith to be?
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'DOCTRINE FROM ™|
TRUE TEACHERS
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INTRODUCTION:

The greatest gift that you will ever receive, apart from your salvation, is the
Scriptures, which are a light to guide us in a dark place. Pay attention.

DISCUSSION:

What priority do we give Scripture for guiding our life decisions?

EXPLANATION:

-What is the source of Peter’s revelation of Jesus?

-Why does he go through the trouble of establishing the source?
-What was Peter an eyewitness to?

-Why is Scripture more sure than eyewitness accounts?

-What is Scripture’s source of revelation?

-What is man’s role in the writing of the Bible?

APPLICATION:

-How is the power of the Word established in your heart?

-How does Peter’s experience calibrate your faith in the Bible?
-How are you tempted to ignore or diminish Scripture in your life?
-How do you use the Bible as a guide and a light for your life?

-In what way does verse twenty give you confidence in the Bible?
-What gives you confidence in a Bible teacher?

-What is your attitude toward the proclaimed Word when we gather
on Sunday?

-Where have you gotten soft in your love and desire for the Word?
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INTRODUCTION:

False teachers are inevitable, so be aware and on guard. As for those who
presume to teach: do not make such a presumption lightly. Destruction will
come to those who are false teachers and pervert their office.

DISCUSSION:

How do you spot a false teacher?

EXPLANATION:

-What is the guarantee that Peter makes in verse one?

-What are the marks of a false teacher?

-What are the tricks of the trade to draw people away from the truth?
-How does the goal of a false teacher reveal his true master?

-What sort of company does Peter put exploitive preachers in?
-What will happen to false teachers?

-What does it mean to "indulge in the lust of defiling passion and
despise authority”?

APPLICATION:

-How does this warning open your eyes to the teachers you listen to?

-What are the sources of false teaching in your life (blogs, TV, movies, music)?
-What does it look like to be on guard against false teaching from every avenue?
-Which are the hardest for you to detect?

-How do false teachers use sensuality to entice you?

-How have you seen God’s wrath burn against false teachers?

-What does this reveal about God’s passion for the truth?

-Where do you need to align your passion for the truth with God’s?
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INTRODUCTION:

Continuing the warning against false teachers, we must be firm in our faith so
that we are not enticed by these “brutes of destruction.”

DISCUSSION:

How do we guard our hearts and minds against false teachers?

EXPLANATION:

-What is the nature of false teachers?

-How will they be repaid for their evil?

-Why is false doctrine sometimes difficult to detect?

-What is the significance of Balaam in this passage (Num. 25)?
-Who is the target of false teachers and how are they deceived?

-How is the promise of false teachers the same as the lie in the Garden of

Eden (Gen. 3)?
-How is what you receive from false teachers the same as the curse?

-Why is it better for someone to not know the way of righteousness than to
turn back after knowing it?

-How does this fulfill Proverbs 26:11?

APPLICATION:

-What makes false teachers so dangerous?
-Where do you see this type of boldness and blasphemy in your world?

-How does the boastfulness and loudness of the false teacher point to the
source of his doctrine?

-How has your doctrine been weakened by worldly wisdom or sinful desire?
-What will you do to be confident in your faith when false teachers come?
-Why does God’s wrath burn so hot against false teachers?

-What defilements of the world has Jesus saved you from?

-How do you keep from being entangled in them again?
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PERSEVERENCE

lesson 1 — perseverence until judgement

lesson 2 — perseverence until Jesus returns

lesson 3 — perseverence until the new creation

lesson 4 — perseverence until God is finished with you
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INTRODUCTION:

In light of the attack on the gospel that is sure to come, remain steadfast in the
Scriptures and your faith until the day of judgment, which is also coming.

DISCUSSION:
What is the day of judgment?

EXPLANATION:

-What is Peter’s purpose in writing his two letters?

-How does being steeped in the Bible prepare us for scofters?
-What is the argument that scoffers will use?

-What must they do to make this argument?

-What is the significance of the word being present at the birth, cleansing, and
judgment of the world?

-What will happen on the day of judgment?

APPLICATION:

-How is Peter’s heart for us revealed in this passage?
-Why is it important to be reminded of these things?

-In what ways does a busy lifestyle cause you to forget about Jesus and the
realities of judgment?

-When have you faced a scoffer or scoffers in your daily life?

-What other sources of scoffers can you see in our culture?

-How would your life be different if you considered the coming judgment on a
daily basis?

-How does the reality of a judgment of fire change your urgency with

the gospel?
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INTRODUCTION:

With judgment also comes the return of Jesus. So although judgment will be
a sober day, it will also usher in eternity with our loving Savior as he fulfills his
promise of eternal life.

DISCUSSION:

What will be our condition when the day of the Lord comes?

EXPLANATION:

-What is our hope in the face of a coming day of judgment?
-Why has Jesus not yet returned?

-When will the day of the Lord come?

-What will be left of this world when Jesus returns?

APPLICATION:

-Do you long for Jesus’ return?

-What does this passage reveal about the character of God?
-How is our sense of time different than Jesus’?

-Where is God asking you to be patient?

-Who has God called you to encourage toward repentance before the day
of the Lord?

-What will the fire expose in your life?
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INTRODUCTION:

In light of the return of Christ we ought to live holy lives as we wait in hopeful
expectation of the promises of God.

DISCUSSION:

‘What will the new heaven and the new earth be like?

EXPLANATION:
-Why should we live holy and godly lives?

-What will remain after Jesus’ return?
-How can we be sure that the judgment is not the end?
-Who dwells in the new heaven and new earth?

-How does verse thirteen depict the designed outcome for man’s redemption?

APPLICATION:

-What in our life will be burned away upon Jesus’ return?

-How will your concerns and priorities change when he returns?

-How does that speak to the way you live today?

-What of your works will stand through the fire?

-How are you preparing for your home in the new heaven and new earth?
-What does this promise reveal about the heart of God?

-How does this picture encourage you to persevere in your daily life?
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INTRODUCTION:

In his conclusion, Peter challenges us one last time to live holy lives in light of
the coming of Jesus. God has much left to sanctify in us, so we ought take care,
study the Word, and place our faith in Jesus.

DISCUSSION:

How have the letters of Peter changed the way we look at life?

EXPLANATION:

-How does Peter want us to be found when Jesus returns?

-What does Peter think about the letters of Paul?

-How do false teachers twist the words of Paul?

-What should be our attitude toward difficult Scriptures?

-What is Peter’s fear for us if we are not biblically solid?

-What does it mean to grow in the grace and knowledge of Jesus?

APPLICATION:

-How do you want to be found when Jesus returns?
-What needs to be addressed in your life to be found in that state?

-How does abiding in Jesus make it possible to live as Peter encourages

us to live?

-How does Peter’s warning and encouragements change the way you live
daily life?

-Take time this week to write out how the following witnesses would testify
about your life: Trial, Temptation, Submission, Marriage, Suffering, Humility,
Faith, Doctrine, and Perseverance.
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PASTORAL
PARENTING

| article 1 ‘ family resources |

Because parents love their children the deepest, know them the best, and
are with them the most, they are best suited to be a child’s primary pastor who
evangelizes them, teaches them, loves them, prays for and with them, and reads
Scripture to them. On this point, Deuteronomy 4:9 says, “Only take care, and keep
your soul diligently, lest you forget the things that your eyes have seen, and lest they
depart from your heart all the days of your life. Make them known to your children
and your children’s children.”

Likewise, Proverbs 1:8 says, “Hear, my son, your father’s instruction, and forsake
not your mother’s teaching.” Also, Ephesians 6:1-4 says, “Children, obey your
parents in the Lord, for this is right. ‘Honor your father and mother’ (this is the first
commandment with a promise), ‘that it may go well with you and that you may live
long in the land.” Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up
in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.”

Both mothers and fathers are exhorted to make it their responsibility to pastor
their children. This does not mean that such things as church activities or Christian
school education are forbidden, but rather that they are supplements to the loving
biblical instruction of Christian parents.

Integrated Parenting

Because parents are with their children at the most opportune times, they are
wise to integrate their biblical instruction as God providentially provides teachable
moments. It is wise for families to have regular and planned times for such things
as Bible reading, prayer, and worshipful singing. Nevertheless, there are moments
throughout the course of a child’s day when his or her heart is open for strategic
instruction. A Spirit-led, prayerful parent will capture sacred moments to instruct
and/or correct their child as needed.

One example is the common occurrence of one child stealing a toy from
another child. The parent present for this inevitable moment can stop what they
are doing and integrate their instruction into that teachable moment. This would
include sitting the children down and explaining to the child who stole the toy that
one of the Ten Commandments forbids stealing and when we steal we are sinning
against God and the person from whom we are stealing. We can then explain that
repentance includes seeing that what they did was wrong, handing the toy back to
the child they stole from, looking that child in the eye and apologizing for their
sin by name and asking to be forgiven, the other child looking them in the eye and
forgiving them, and then the two of them hugging while the parent prays over both
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children out loud, thanking God that forgiveness is possible because Jesus died for
our sins.

This kind of integrated parenting will help to ensure that the child does not
grow up as a hypocrite who knows what to do but does not do it because their
instruction was not integrated into their life. Perhaps the clearest command for
integrated parenting is Deuteronomy 6:4-9, which says, “Hear, O Isracl: The LORD
our God, the LORD is one. You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart
and with all your soul and with all your might. And these words that I command
you today shall be on your heart. You shall teach them diligently to your children,
and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way,
and when you lie down, and when you rise. You shall bind them as a sign on your
hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. You shall write them on the
doorposts of your house and on your gates.”

Preemptive Parenting

Sadly, much parenting is reactive rather than preemptive. What I mean is that
rather than cultivating a biblically informed love for Jesus and others, some parents
are careless in their instruction and correction until a child’s attitude and/or conduct
become critically concerning.

Examples include the parents of an angry boy who don’t work with him until
he’s facing expulsion from school for fighting and even then merely take him to
church, hoping that alone will fix him. Or the junior high girl who has become
sexually active with her boyfriend so her parents, who have not pastorally parented,
suddenly sit her down to read Bible verses to her without any relationship, hoping
that magic will happen and she’ll immediately act differently.

Preemptive parenting means making daily deposits of love, grace, instruction,
correction, and trust in the bank of a child’s heart so that when crisis moments
come there is a wealth of investment from which to draw. Subsequently, preemptive
parenting should begin from the womb when parents should be praying for their
unborn child, and include Bible reading and instruction with the children from their
earliest days.

One example of preemptive parenting is found in the life of Timothy. He is
widely regarded by many as one of the finest and most trustworthy young men in all
of Scripture because of his faithful and fruitful ministry with the apostle Paul. Paul
recognizes the important role preemptive parenting had in shaping Timothy: “from
childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to
make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus” (2 Tim. 3:15).

Practical Pastoral Parenting

While every Christian parent would likely agree with these principles of
pastoral parenting, most would also admit they struggle to know how to make this
happen practically. So, as a pastor and a daddy, I hope to be of some help.

First, I would encourage all Christian parents to pray to God that the Holy
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Spirit would give them an ongoing commitment to pastor their own children in
love. Second, I would encourage all Christian parents to continually read good
books that help shape a biblical view of parenting. Among the best are Shepherding
a Child’s Heart and Instructing a Child’s Heart, both by Tedd Tripp. Mars Hill

was honored to have Tedd Tripp teach on parenting, and the audio and video
recordings of his sessions are available for free at http://www.theresurgence.com/
shepherding_a_childs_heart_conference. Parents of teens will also be well served
by Paul Tripp’s book Age of Opportunity. Third, it is important for Christian families
to have friendships with other Christian families so that there is mutual learning
about God, marriage, parenting, and the like in community. Getting plugged into a
church community group and pursuing friendships with other Christian families is
vital. Fourth, the key is to simply develop biblical habits with your children, such as
praying, reading Scripture, and attending church together.
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'FAMILY DINNER
BIBLE STUDY

' article 2 ‘ family resources

Dinner is one of the great highlights of my day. Why? Because I get to sit in my
home with the woman I love, laughing, chatting, and eating with our five children
whom we deeply love and enjoy.

Every time I sit at the table with my family I am reminded of the words of
Psalm 128:3—-4, which says, “Your wife will be like a fruitful vine within your house;
your children will be like olive shoots around your table. Behold, thus shall the man
be blessed who fears the LORD.” As Scripture says, I am blessed.

Some months ago we started a new tradition at the Driscoll dining table that
has also been a blessing. Whoever is taking their turn setting the table ensures that
our “dinner Bible,” as the kids call it, is sitting in front of “Poppa Daddy,” as the kids
call me.

Throughout the course of our dinner together, we chat about how the day
went, how everyone is doing, and whom we can pray for, and we discuss a section
of Scripture. Over the years we have always made it a point to read Scripture to
the children when they were little (especially at bed time), and help them develop
personal daily Bible reading habits once they learned to read for themselves.
However, we struggled to find a way to do regular family devotions with five children
of different ages and attention spans.

Still, the dinner Bible discussions led by Grace and me have been a huge hit.
Every time we sit down for dinner the dinner Bible is in its place on the table,
opened to the section of Scripture we will discuss that evening by one of the
enthusiastic kids. We often have some really insightful conversations around the
dinner Bible as the younger kids, especially the boys, seem to be able to handle
longer and more reflective discussions when their hands are busy as they eat. Also,
with the casual conversation over dinner I have noticed that everyone gets an
opportunity to speak as we take turns chewing our food, and our dinners last longer
than they had before because everyone is engaged.

'The following steps are offered based upon my experience with our children
over dinner. These steps are intended to help direct theological discussions between
parents and their children while also building the children’s theological vocabularies
so that they are increasingly familiar with biblical concepts.

Step 1. Eat dinner with your entire family regularly.
Step 2. Mom and Dad sit next to one another to lead the family discussion.
Step 3. Open the meal by asking if there is anyone or anything to pray for.

Step 4. Someone opens in prayer and covers any requests. This task should be
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rotated among family members so that different people take turns learning to
pray aloud.

Step 5. Start eating and discuss how everyone’s day went.

Step 6. Have a Bible in front of the parents in a translation that is age
appropriate for the kids’ reading level. Have someone (parent or child) open the
Bible to the assigned text and read it aloud while everyone is eating

and listening.

>

Step 7. A parent then announces the lesson’s “Word of the Day,” reading
the corresponding definition and/or paraphrasing the meaning at an age-
appropriate level.

Step 8. Ask the discussion questions written for each day’s lesson. If your kids
are older (i.e., junior high and up), you might consider using the community
group questions (beginning on p. 21) if they are better suited for your children.

Step 9. Let the conversation happen naturally, listen carefully to the kids, let
them answer the questions, and fill in whatever they miss or lovingly and gently
correct whatever they get wrong so as to help them.

Step 10. 1f the Scriptures convict you of sin, repent as you need to your family,
and share appropriately honest parts of your life story so the kids can see Jesus’
work in your life and your need for him too, which demonstrates

gospel humility.

Step 11. At the end of dinner, ask the kids if they have any questions for you.

'The following discussion questions are offered in hopes of helping you and
your children grow in relationship with each another and Jesus. They are meant to
be supportive and not constraining. Therefore, do not feel bound by any questions
or pressured to follow the steps too rigidly. Follow the Spirit’s leading and don't be a
religious parent who is rigidly inflexible, thereby making this sort of thing something
they must be do in duty rather than something they get to do in delight.

If you miss a night, or if conversation gets off track, or if your family
occasionally just wants to talk about something else, don't stress—it’s inevitable. For
your children, the point is to learn what they are thinking about God, to help them
know and love Jesus as God and Savior, and to teach them how to articulate and
explain their Christian faith. For parents, the point is to lovingly instruct children
and each other, thereby creating a family culture in which every member freely and
naturally talks about God and prays to him together. In short, the goal is simply
that your family would open the Bible and grow in love for Jesus, one another, your
church, and the world.

Finally, remember that family Bible study requires a sense of humor, so make
sure to have some fun, enjoy some laughs, and build some memories. Discussing the
trials and witnesses found in 1 and 2 Peter is a wonderful way to see into the heart of
your children, and to reveal your heart for them and Jesus” heart for you all.
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SUNDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 1:1-2
Word of the Day: Peter

Peter is the author of 1 and 2 Peter and so today the focus of the dinner
discussion is helping your children learn about Peter. You can begin by asking them
the following Bible questions:

1. Who was Peter?

The following are examples of things the kids might want to explain or discuss:
a. He was the disciple Andrews brother.
b. He was a fisherman.
¢. He was married.
d. He was Jewish.
2. What do you know about Peter’s life?
a. He became a disciple of Jesus.
b. He spent three years with Jesus.
c. Jesus made him the leader of the disciples.
d. He wrote two books of the Bible (1 and 2 Peter).
e. He was a pastor who loved people.
- He was crucified upside down for being a Christian.

See “Trial in the Life of Peter” (page 1), which will help you learn more about
his amazing life. You could summarize it or pull out some major points to explain to
your children some of the important details of Peter’s life.

MONDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 1:1-2
Word of the Day: Jesus Christ

Peter begins his letter by speaking of Jesus Christ. So, today the focus is on who
Jesus is and what he has done by discussing the following Bible questions:

1. Where was Jesus born? Bethlehem.
2. Where did Jesus grow up? Nazareth.
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14.

Who was Jesus’ mommy? Mary.

Who was Jesus’ adoptive daddy? Joseph.

Who were Jesus’ half-brothers? James and Jude.
Who was Jesus? God.

Did Jesus ever sin? No.

Did Jesus ever marry or have kids? No.

Did Jesus love and play with kids? Yes.

. How did Jesus die? Crucifixion.

. Why did Jesus die? For our sins.

. What happened to Jesus three days after he died? He resurrected.

. How did Peter know Jesus? Zhey were friends, Peter was Jesus’ disciple, and for

three years he was with Jesus to see his miracles, hear his preaching, and be with
him after he rose from death.

Where is Jesus today? Inz heaven.

TUESDAY
Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 1:1-2
Word of the Day: Elect

In 1 Peter 1:1 Christians are called the “elect.” Peter means that they are people
whom God chose to love, save, forgive, and adopt into his family. People are sinners
and the Bible says that no one would ever look for God or choose to love God (Rom.
3:10-11). Yet Jesus is such a loving and good God that he came to earth looking for

us and chose to love us and make us Christians. The following Bible questions can
help you explain election to your children:

1.

What does election mean? God chose to love us, forgive our sins, and make

us Christians.

How does election show us God’s love? As sinners we are God's enemies, and
by electing to love us and make us Christians, God is loving his enemies to make
them his friends.

What would happen if God did not choose us? No one would choose God and
everyone would go to hell as a non-Christian.

Does God only elect good people? No, God elects some really bad people and
changes their hearts so they live as Christians.

How is election like adoption? Adoption is when a family decides to welcome
in a child as their own and love them just like God adopts us into his family as
Christians and loves us as his own.
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WEDNESDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 1:1-2
Word of the Day: Trinity

Peter speaks of God the Father, God the Son Jesus Christ, and God the Holy
Spirit. Christians call this the Trinity. Trinity means that the one divine nature is a
unity of three persons and that God is revealed as three distinct persons: Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit. This biblical revelation of God is distinct from any other religion’s
view of God. It shows us that God is relational, loving, and communicative. The
following Bible questions can help you enter into a discussion with your children in

which you explain the Trinity:

What does Trinity mean? One God in three persons.

2. Does the Bible use the word “trinity”? No, it is a word that Christians use to
explain what the Bible teaches.

3. How is God a person? He thinks, feels, talks, loves, etc.

Does God have a body? No, only Jesus had a body when he came to earth but
God the Father and God the Holy Spirit do not have bodies.

5. Is there only one God? Yes.
Are God the Father, Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit equally God? Yes, zbey

have all the same attributes, such as knowing everything, having all power, and

being the Creator of the world and people.

7. Do other religions believe in the Trinity? No, only Christians believe in
the Trinity.

THURSDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 1:1-2

Word of the Day: Foreknowledge

First Peter 1:2 speaks of the “foreknowledge” of God. This means that God
knows the future and knows exactly what will happen before it actually does. This
is because God is all-knowing (omniscient) and rules over everyone and everything
(sovereign). The following Bible questions will help you discuss God’s foreknowledge
with your children:

What does foreknowledge mean? God knows the future and controls it.
Is there anyone who has foreknowledge other than God? No.

Is there anything that God does not know? No, God knows everything.
Did God know you would be born? Yes, be did.

Does God know everything that will happen in our lives? Yes.

How can God help us if he knows the future? He can help us get ready for the
Sfuture and if we walk with him he prepares us for what lies ahead in our life.

A e
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7. Does it make you happy that God knows the future? Why or why not?
8. What things in your future do you wish you had foreknowledge of?

FRIDAY
Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 1:1-2
Word of the Day: Sanctification

First Peter 1:2 says that Christians undergo sanctification in life. The word
sanctification means “to be set apart” and “to be made holy.” Because Jesus died
for our sins, Christians have been made holy through faith in Jesus. We grow as
Christians in this life by learning more about Jesus and becoming more and more
like him, which is sanctification. So, sanctification is about being more and more
like Jesus. This is made possible by the power of God the Holy Spirit who lives in a
Christian and helps him or her to be like Jesus and live a holy life. Like a seed, God
the Holy Spirit takes root in our life and helps us grow to be more like Jesus. The
following Bible questions will help you discuss sanctification with your children:

1. For the parents, how has God sanctified you? Te// how you became a Christian
and how God has grown you to be more like Jesus. Ask your children if they have
any questions about anything you share in your testimony.

2. What things can help us in our sanctification? Examples include prayer, Bible
reading, church attendance, Christian friends, obeying our parents, etc.

3. How do you want to be more like Jesus?

SATURDAY
Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 1:1-2
Word of the Day: Grace

First Peter 1:2 speaks of God’s grace. The word grace is one of the most
important words in the Bible because it tells us how God acts toward us. Grace
means that God’s love is seen in all the kind things he does for us even though we do
not deserve them. Simply, grace is getting good things we do not deserve. God gives
grace to everyone, as evidenced by the fact that they are alive, can eat food, and can
have fun. God gives extra grace to Christians by giving them Jesus so that their sins
are forgiven and God is their helpful friend. The following Bible questions can help
start a discussion with your children about God’s grace in their lives:

What is God’s grace? Good things we do not deserve.
. Why does God give grace? Because he is loving and good.
3. What has God given you in grace? Examples include life, health, a family,

[friends, fun, favorife possessions, efc.

4. How have people given you grace? Examples include love, forgiveness,
[friendship, gifts, teaching, etc.

T



5.

6.

What are some ways you can give grace to someone? Examples include loving
them, serving them, praying for them, giving a present to them, etc.
Do other religions believe in God’s grace? No, other religions say you have to

work hard to get God to be nice to you. Only the Bible teaches that God is good and
takes care of us out of his grace.
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TRIAL AND 1PETER 13-9
JESUS

‘\ lesson 2 ‘ family questions )

SUNDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 1:3—-9
Word of the Day: Cross

In this week’s reading of 1 Peter 1:3-9, Peter focuses on the fact that Jesus died
for our sins and conquered sin and death through his resurrection. So, this week
we will focus on Jesus Christ’s resurrection from death and examine a different
reason each day why we believe in Jesus resurrection. Today we will look at the facts
surrounding Jesus’ death and burial by discussing the following questions:

1.

What is a cross? I# is where they would kill people in the days of Jesus by nailing
them through the hands and feet.

Why was Jesus crucified? He did not ever sin, but he died in our place for our
sins so that we could be forgiven.

Did people know Jesus was going to die and resurrect? Yes, seven hundred
years before Jesus was even born, God promised in Isaiah 53:8—12 that Jesus
would die and rise. Jesus also promised that he would be crucified, die, and then
resurrect in Matthew 12:38—40; Mark 8:31; 9:31; 10:33-34; and John 2:18-22
(You can look up and read these verses so that the children get an example of God's
Jforeknowledge, which we discussed the previous week. ).

Did Jesus really die on the cross? Yes. Prior to his crucifixion, Jesus had not slept
all night, was beaten, and then was scourged, which killed many men in and of
itself. Then he was crucified with nails in his hands and feet. He was declared dead
by an executioner, and a spear was run through his side, which pierced his heart
sac. He was buried like a mummy in upwards of a hundred pounds of linens and
spices, and then placed in a cold tomb cut out of rock without medical attention,
Jfood, or water. So, Jesus really did die on the cross.

Wias Jesus’ tomb easy to find? Yes. Jesus was poor and did not own a tomb
because he could not afford one. So, after he died, a powerful and rich man named
Joseph of Arimathea let Jesus be buried in his personal tomb in fulfillment of the
prophecy of Isaiah 53:9, which promised Jesus would be buried “with a rich man
in his death.” A large stone was rolled over the tomb to ensure the body of Jesus
was not stolen, the gofuernmentk seal was placed on the stone to keep people out,
and soldiers were placed on duty to guard Jesus’ tomb. So, lots of people knew
where Jesus was buried.

Do you believe that Jesus died on the cross> Why or why not?
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MONDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 1:3—9
Word of the Day: Communion

Communion is how Christians remember that Jesus’ body was broken and
blood was shed on the cross in our place for our sins. The bread of communion
reminds us of Jesus’ broken body for our sins, and the drink of communion reminds
us of Jesus’ shed blood for our sins on the cross. This is a good day for parents to
decide if their children have come to personal faith in Jesus and are ready to partake
of communion in church on Sundays, if they are not already. The following questions
will help you open a discussion with your children about communion:

1. What is communion? I7# is eating bread and drinking wine or juice, depending
upon age and conscience.

2. What does the bread of communion represent? Jesus’ body broken on the cross

Jfor our sins.

3. What does the drink of communion represent? Jesus’ blood shed on the cross

for our sins.

4. 'Would people have started taking communion as Christians if Jesus had not
resurrected? No. People would not have done this kind of sacred thing if Jesus
was still dead and did not forgive their sins through bis resurrection.

5. Can non-Christians take communion? No. Communion is only
for Christians.

6. What should a Christian do before they take communion? They should spend
some time in prayer confessing their sins to God and asking to be forgiven because

of Jesus.

7. Do you take communion? Why or why not?

TUESDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 1:3-9
Word of the Day: Resurrection

Today we examine the resurrection of Jesus. By resurrection, we mean that Jesus
physically died and three days later his body rose from death in victory over sin and
death. The following questions will help you discuss why Christians believe in Jesus’
resurrection with your children:

1. What is resurrection? Resurrection is when a dead person’s body comes back
to life.

2. How do we know Jesus’ body resurrected from death? The following are
some examples of answers: Following Jesus’ resurrection, many people touched his
physical body: his disciples clung to bis feet (Matt. 28:9), Mary clung to him (John
20:17), and Thomas the doubter put his hand into the open spear hole in Jesus’
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5.

side (John 20:20-28). Jesus also appeared to his disciples after his resurrection,
but they were uncertain if he had truly physically risen from death. But Jesus was
emphatic about his bodily resurrection and went out of his way to prove it (Luke
24:36—43).

How many people saw Jesus after his resurrection? Jesus appeared to people
Jor forty days to crowds as large as five hundred people after his resurrection and
before he returned to heaven (Acts 1:1-2; 1 Cor. 15:1-8).

Did people keep visiting Jesus’ grave after he resurrected? No, people did not
visit Jesus’ grave after he resurrected because he was not there anymore.

Do you believe Jesus resurrected from death? Why or why not?

WEDNESDAY
Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 1:3-9
Word of the Day: Christianity
Christianity is the religion that worships Jesus as the only God because he died
for our sins and resurrected from death. Today, a few billion people on the earth

claim to be Christians who believe Jesus rose from death. The following questions
help to explain how Jesus’ resurrection caused the growth of Christianity:

1.

What is Christianity? Christianity is the people who worship Jesus as God

because he rose from death.

How did Jesus’ resurrection change people? Before Jesus’ resurrection, his
disciples were timid and fearful, even hiding when Jesus appeared to them ( John
20:19). Following Jesus’ resurrection, the disciples were very bold for Jesus and
even suffered and died without fear because they knew he was God and even if
they died they would be with him. If Jesus had not resurrected, the disciples would
not have boldly preached about Jesus or suffered courageously.

Would the disciples have lied about Jesus’ resurrection? No. They suffered and
died because they believed Jesus rose. They would not have suffered and died for a
lie. Plus, the disciples were honest men who lived good lives and were not the kind

of men who tell lies about God.

Would Christianity exist if Jesus had not resurrected? No. If Jesus had not
risen from death, people would not have been so devoted to him for Christianity
to spread around the world. Today more people worship Jesus as God than
anyone else.

What do you think it means to be a Christian? You love Jesus as God.

Are you a Christian? Why or why not?
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THURSDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 1:3-9
Word of the Day: Worship

Worship is living our whole life for someone or something. Everyone worships
someone or something. Christians worship Jesus as God because he died for their
sins and resurrected from death. The earliest Christians started worshiping Jesus as
God because of his resurrection and the following questions will help you discuss
with your children why you worship Jesus:

1. What is worship? Living your life for someone or something that is most
important to you.

2. On which day did people worship before and after Jesus resurrected? Zhe
early Christians stopped worshiping on Saturday, as Jews had for thousands of
years, and suddenly began worshiping on Sunday in memory of Jesus’ Sunday
resurrection. The Sabbath was so sacred to the Jews that they would not have
ceased to obey one of the Ten Commandments unless Jesus had resurrected in
Sulfillment of their Old Testament Scriptures.

3. Why did people start worshiping Jesus as God after he rose from death?
One of the Ten Commandments is that we should worship God alone. After Jesus
resurrected, people began worshiping him as God because he was and is God.

4. 'Would people have worshiped Jesus as God if he did not resurrect from
death? No. He would have been just another person who lived a good life but no
one would have thought he was God.

5. Who started worshiping Jesus as God after he resurrected? People who
worshiped the risen Jesus as God included his half-brother James (1 Cor. 15:7),
Jesus’ other half-brother Jude (Acts 1:14; Jude 1), and Jesus’ mother Mary (Acts
1:14). Because they were all Jews, they would not have worshiped Jesus as God
unless he had resurrected. Even one of Jesus’ most bitter enemies, Paul, stopped
killing Christians and started worshiping Jesus and became a pastor because Jesus

resurrected (Acts 7:54—60; Acts 9; 1 Cor. 15:1-9; Phil. 3:4-6).

6. How can we worship Jesus as God? Examples include believing in Jesus,
confessing our sins, obeying God, serving and loving people, singing songs, being
involved in church, etc.

7. Do you worship Jesus? Why or why not?

FRIDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 1:3-9
Word of the Day: Baptism

Baptism is when a Christian is dunked under water and brought back up out of
the water. Jesus was baptized by his cousin John the Baptizer. Christians are baptized

to identify themselves with Jesus. They are baptized to show that Jesus was buried
under the ground like they are dunked under the water, and then he resurrected like
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they are pulled out of the water to cleanse them from sin like water cleanses us from
dirt. This is a good day for Christian parents who have not been baptized to sign up
to be baptized at church, and for parents with children who have not been baptized
to see if they have come to faith in Jesus and are ready to be baptized. The following
questions should help:

1. What is baptism? Iz is a Christian being dunked under the water and then
brought back up to show that Jesus was buried and resurrected for them.

2. Would people have been baptized if Jesus did not resurrect? No. Because
baptism shows Jesus’ resurrection, it would have not made any sense to baptize
people if Jesus did not rise from death.

3. Who can be baptized? Any Christian who loves Jesus as God.

For the parents, have you been baptized? If so, please explain why you were
baptized and what it was like to your children.

5. Are you a Christian who loves Jesus as God?

If you have not been baptized, do you want to be baptized? Why or why
not? Or, if you were baptized, why were you baptized?

SATURDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 1:3-9
Word of the Day: Gospel

Today concludes our weeklong study of the resurrection of Jesus Christ from
death. Because this is such an enormous truth, we will spend today reviewing what
we have learned this week to ensure that the children understand and believe in
Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection. The death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus in
our place for our sin is called the gospel. Gospel means “good news.” The following
questions are intended to help you discuss the gospel with your children:

1. What is the word gospel mean? Good news.

2. What is the gospel? Jesus is our God who lived without sin, died on a cross for
our sins, was buried, and resurrected three days later.

3. Why was Jesus crucified? He did not ever sin, but he died in our place for our
sins so that we could be forgiven.

4. How do we know that Jesus really did die on the cross? Prior fo his
crucifixion, Jesus had not slept all night, was beaten, and then was scourged,
which killed many men in and of itself. Then he was crucified with nails in his
hands and feet. He was declared dead by an executioner, and a spear was run
through his side, which pierced his heart sac. He was buried like a mummry in
upwards of a hundred pounds of linens and spices, and then placed in a cold tomb
cut out of rock without medical attention, food, or water. So, Jesus really did die on
the cross.
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Where was Jesus buried? Iz a rich man’s tomb that was sealed by the
government and protected by soldiers.

How does communion show us Jesus’ death? The bread reminds us of Jesus’
body broken on the cross for our sins, and the drink reminds us of Jesus’ blood shed
on the cross for our sins.

What happened to Jesus’ body three days after he died? He resurrected
from death.

How does baptism show Jesus’ resurrection? When a Christian goes under the
water and comes back up, they show how Jesus was buried

and resurrected.

Why do we worship Jesus? Because he is God and sawves us from Satan, sin,

and death.

What happens to a Christian when they die? Their spirit (the non-physical
part of their being) goes to be with Jesus. One day, their spirit will go back into
their body and they will resurrect like Jesus did to live in heaven forever.
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TRIAL AND 1PETER 110-12
SCRIPTURE

‘\ lesson 3 ‘ family questions )

SUNDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 1:10-12
Word of the Day: Prophets

In 1 Peter 1:10-12 Peter speaks about the Old Testament prophets. Prophets
were people who spoke for God by preaching and/or writing what God told them.
Prophets often foretold the future, letting people know what would happen before

it actually did. This week we will focus on prophets and prophecy from the Old

Testament to help the children see that God knows the future, controls the future,

and tells us the truth in the Bible.

1. What is a prophet? 4 person in the Bible who preached and/or wrote
Jor God.

How did someone become a prophet? God chose them to be a prophet.
3. Does God know the future? Yes, be knows the future and he controls it.

How did God tell the prophets about the future? God the Holy Spirit told
them about the future and exactly what God wanted them to preach and/or write

about the future.

5. Did the prophets ever prophesy something that did not come true? No, the
Bible teaches that a true prophet of God does not lie and they always tell the truth

(Deut. 18:21-22).

6. What are most of the prophecies in the Old Testament about? Mosz of the

Old Testament prophecies are about Jesus coming down from heaven to
the earth.

7. Do any other religions have prophecy like Christianity? No, other religions do
not have prophets who tell the future like Christianity because their prophets are

false prophets who do not work for God.

MONDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 1:10—12
Word of the Day: Prophecy

First Peter 1:10-12 speaks of prophets who prophesy about Jesus in the Old

Testament. These prophecies are very specific and were given hundreds of years
before Jesus was even born. These prophecies reveal to us that God knows and
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controls the future, and that the Bible is true. Therefore, we will spend this week
examining some specific Old Testament prophecies about Jesus. We will look each
day at an Old Testament prophecy about Jesus and the New Testament fulfillment of
that prophecy.

700 BC: Isaiah prophesies that Jesus’ mother would be a virgin who conceived by a
miracle and that Jesus would be God who became a man.

Promise: “Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin
shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel” (Isa. 7:14).

Fulfillment: “Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his
mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was
found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. And her husband Joseph, being a just
man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. But as he
considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream,
saying, Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which
is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you shall call his
name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill
what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: ‘Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear
a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel’ (which means, God with us)”
(Matt. 1:18-23).

How long before Jesus was born did Isaiah prophesy? Seven hundred years.
What did Isaiah prophesy? That Jesus would be born to Mary.

Did God’s promise come true? Yes.

How did Mary get pregnant with Jesus? Through a miracle by the Holy Spirit.
What does Jesus’ name “Immanuel” mean? God is with us.

Who adopted Jesus and became his daddy? Joseph.

Did Jesus have brothers and sisters who were born after him? Yes (Mattz.
13:53-56).
8. What do you think it would be like to have Jesus as your big brother?

N ok L

TUESDAY
Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 1:10-12
Word of the Day: Prophecy

First Peter 1:10-12 speaks of prophets who prophesy about Jesus in the Old
Testament. These prophecies are very specific and were given hundreds of years before
Jesus was even born. These prophecies reveal to us that God knows and controls the
future, and that the Bible is true. Therefore, we will spend this week examining some

specific Old Testament prophecies about Jesus. We will look each day at an Old
Testament prophecy about Jesus and the New Testament fulfillment of that prophecy.
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700 BC: Isaiah prophesies that Jesus would perform many miracles.

Promise: “Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf
unstopped; then shall the lame man leap like a deer, and the tongue of the mute sing
for joy” (Isa. 35:5-6).

Fulfillment: “Now when John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he
sent word by his disciples and said to him, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or shall
we look for another?” And Jesus answered them, ‘Go and tell John what you hear and
see: the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf

”

hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news preached to them
(Matt. 11:2-5).

1. What did Isaiah prophesy that Jesus would do when he came?

Perform miracles.
Did Isaiah’s prophecy that Jesus would perform miracles come true? Yes.
3. Name as many miracles you can think of that Jesus performed.

Which of Jesus’ miracles is your favorite? Why?

WEDNESDAY
Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 1:10-12
Word of the Day: Prophecy

First Peter 1:10-12 speaks of prophets who prophesy about Jesus in the Old
Testament. These prophecies are very specific and were given hundreds of years
before Jesus was even born. These prophecies reveal to us that God knows and
controls the future, and that the Bible is true. Therefore, we will spend this week
examining some specific Old Testament prophecies about Jesus. We will look each
day at an Old Testament prophecy about Jesus and the New Testament fulfillment of
that prophecy.

700 BC: Micah prophesies that Jesus would be born in the town of Bethlehem.

Promise: “But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among
the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel,
whose origin is from of old, from ancient days [eternity]” (Mic. 5:2).

Fulfillment: “In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all
the world should be registered. This was the first registration when Quirinius was
governor of Syria. ... And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of
Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was
of the house and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who
was with child. And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. And
she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid
him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn” (Luke 2:1-7).
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1. In which town did Micah prophesy that Jesus would be born? Bezhlehem.
Did Micah’s prophecy come true? Yes.

3. Did Jesus’ parents, Mary and Joseph, live in Bethlehem or Nazareth? Zhey
lived in Nazareth.

4. How did Jesus’ parents get from Nazareth to Bethlehem? They traveled there
when Mary was pregnant to register for a census with the government.

5. When Jesus was born, where did they lay him? In a manger because they were
not at home and Bethlehem was full of people and there was no other place to stay.

6. How old was Mary when Jesus was born? She was probably a teenage girl.

7. What do you think it was like for Mary to be a young mom far away from
home when Jesus was born?

THURSDAY

Bible Reading 1his Week: 1 Peter 1:10—12
Word of the Day: Prophecy

First Peter 1:10-12 speaks of prophets who prophesy about Jesus in the Old
Testament. These prophecies are very specific and were given hundreds of years
before Jesus was even born. These prophecies reveal to us that God knows and
controls the future, and that the Bible is true. Therefore, we will spend this week
examining some specific Old Testament prophecies about Jesus. We will look each
day at an Old Testament prophecy about Jesus and the New Testament fulfillment of
that prophecy.

400 BC: Malachi prophesies that Jesus would enter the temple. This is important
because the temple was destroyed in AD 70 and no longer exists; subsequently, the
prophecy could not have been fulfilled anytime after AD 70.

Promise: “Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me.
And the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple; and the messenger
of the covenant in whom you delight, behold, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts”
(Mal. 3:1).

Fulfillment: “Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and
this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the
Holy Spirit was upon him. And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that
he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. And he came in the
Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for
him according to the custom of the Law ...” (Luke 2:25-27).

1. Where did Malachi prophesy that Jesus would visit? Tbe temple.
Did Malachi’s prophecy come true? Yes.

3. What was the temple? If was like the church of the Old Testament where people
would go to worship God.
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4. Who was the prophet Malachi promised would come preaching before Jesus
to get people ready for him? Jesus’ cousin John the Baptizer.

5. When was the temple destroyed? 4D 70.
Does the temple exist today? No.

7. Since there is no temple and Malachi prophesied that Jesus would visit the
temple, can the prophecy be about anyone other than Jesus who was born
later? No.

FRIDAY
Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 1:10-12
Word of the Day: Prophecy

First Peter 1:10-12 speaks of prophets who prophesy about Jesus in the Old
Testament. These prophecies are very specific and were given hundreds of years
before Jesus was even born. These prophecies reveal to us that God knows and
controls the future, and that the Bible is true. Therefore, we will spend this week
examining some specific Old Testament prophecies about Jesus. We will look each

day at an Old Testament prophecy about Jesus and the New Testament fulfillment of
that prophecy.

500 BC: Zechariah prophesies that Jesus’ betraying friend would be paid thirty
pieces of silver for handing him over to the authorities and that the payment would
be thrown in the temple in disgust (again, the temple was destroyed in AD 70, so this
prophecy could not have been fulfilled after that time).

Promise: “Then I said to them, ‘If it seems good to you, give me my wages; but if
not, keep them.” And they weighed out as my wages thirty pieces of silver. Then the
LORD said to me, “Throw it to the potter—the lordly price at which I was priced
by them. So I took the thirty pieces of silver and threw them into the house of the
LORD, to the potter” (Zech. 11:12-13).

Fulfillment: “Then one of the twelve, whose name was Judas Iscariot, went to
the chief priests and said, ‘What will you give me if I deliver him over to you? And
they paid him thirty pieces of silver” (Matt. 26:14-15); “And throwing down the
pieces of silver into the temple, he departed, and he went and hanged himself. But
the chief priests, taking the pieces of silver, said, It is not lawful to put them into the
treasury, since it is blood money.’ So they took counsel and bought with them the
potter’s field as a burial place for strangers” (Matt. 27:5-7).

1. What did Zechariah prophesy? That Jesus would be betrayed by Judas.

2. How much did Zechariah prophesy Judas would be paid to help kill Jesus?
30 pieces of silver.

3. Was that very much money? No.
Did everything Zechariah prophesied come true? Yes.
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5. Jesus was friends with Judas for three years before Judas betrayed him, how
do you think Jesus felt about Judas sin against him?

6. Have you ever had a friend hurt your feelings by sinning against you?

7. Is there anyone you have not been a good friend to?

SATURDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 1:10—12
Word of the Day: Prophecy

First Peter 1:10-12 speaks of prophets who prophesy about Jesus in the Old
Testament. These prophecies are very specific and were given hundreds of years
before Jesus was even born. These prophecies reveal to us that God knows and
controls the future, and that the Bible is true. Therefore, we will spend this week
examining some specific Old Testament prophecies about Jesus. We will look each
day at an Old Testament prophecy about Jesus and the New Testament fulfillment of
that prophecy.

700 BC: Isaiah prophesies that Jesus would resurrect from death.

Promise: “Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him; he has put him to
grief; when his soul makes an offering for sin, he shall see his offspring; he shall
prolong his days; the will of the LORD shall prosper in his hand. Out of the anguish
of his soul he shall see and be satisfied; by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my
servant, make many to be accounted righteous, and he shall bear their iniquities”
(Isa.53:10-11).

Fulfillment: “For David says concerning him, T saw the Lord always before me,
for he is at my right hand that I may not be shaken; therefore my heart was glad, and
my tongue rejoiced; my flesh also will dwell in hope. For you will not abandon my
soul to Hades, or let your Holy One see corruption. You have made known to me
the paths of life; you will make me full of gladness with your presence.” Brothers, I
may say to you with confidence about the patriarch David that he both died and was
buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. Being therefore a prophet, and knowing
that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would set one of his descendants
on his throne, he foresaw and spoke about the resurrection of the Christ, that he was
not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh see corruption. This Jesus God raised up,
and of that we all are witnesses” (Acts 2:25-32).

1. What did Isaiah promise would happen to Jesus after he died and was
buried? 7hat Jesus would rise from death.

Did Isaiah’s prophecy come true? Yes.
3. Is there anyone who has even risen from death like Jesus? No.

Can you think of any way Isaiah would have known 700 years before Jesus
was even born that he would die and rise?

5. What do you think it will be like to resurrect one day like Jesus did?
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6. What do you think heaven will be like? Parents, it is good here to explain to
your children that heaven is a new creation and like this world without sin and
the curse. The Bible speaks of heaven as a place where the sun shines, people have
fun, everyone is safe, no one gets hurt, and we get to do anything but sin which
means that such things as going swimming and playing ball are allowed in
heaven for kids who get to meet all the Christians from the Bible and history and
also spend time with Jesus forever.
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| lesson 1 ‘ family questions |
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SUNDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 1:13-21
Word of the Day: Mind

Peter tells us to prepare our minds so that we can think like God wants us to,
which helps us to live our life like God wants us to.

1. What things help you learn about God and how he wants you to think

and live?
2. How does prayer to God help you learn about God?
3. How does reading the Bible help you learn about God?
4. How does going to church help you learn about God?
5. Why do we talk about God as a family?
6. What things have you learned about God lately?
MONDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 1:13-21
Word of the Day: Father

Peter teaches us that God is a father. Christians are like God’s kids who are
adopted into his family to be loved, taught, and cared for by him.

1. What does it mean that God is a Father, or a perfect Daddy?

2. What does it mean that when we become Christians it’s like getting
adopted into God’s family the church?

3. Do you know anyone who was adopted?
Did Joseph adopt Jesus? Yes.
5. What does it mean that other Christians are like brothers and sisters?

TUESDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 1:13-21
Word of the Day: Obedient
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Peter says that Christians are supposed to be like obedient children. This
means that we are supposed to obey God our Father like a good child obeys his or
her parent.

1.

Why do God and parents ask children to do good things and not do bad
things? Because they love the children and want the best for them.

What does it mean to obey? Iz means that because of the love in your heart, you
do what your parents and God ask of you.

What happens to children who do not obey God and their parents? Zhey get

into sin and their life is ruined.

Can you think of any times in your life when you did not obey God and
your parents and something bad happened?

Are there any rules from the Bible or your home that you don’t think are fair
or right> Why?

Which rules from God or your parents are most difficult for you to

obey? Why?

Parents, this is a good opportunity to demonstrate humility and repentance.
Take a few moments and explain to your child a time in your life when you
did not obey your parents or when you did not obey God and you suffered
for it so that they learn vicariously through your life. Invite them to ask you
any questions they may have about what you share.

WEDNESDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 1:13-21
Word of the Day: Holy

Peter tells us that God is holy and that Christians are to be holy. The Bible says
God is holy more often than it mentions any of his other attributes, which means
that holiness is very important. The word holy means “to be set apart.” So, to be holy
is to be different in a good way. As Christians we do some things differently than
other people because God loves us, we love God, and we want to be holy.

1.

What does holiness mean? 7 be ‘et apart” or different in a good way
compared to what some other people say and do.

What is the opposite of holiness? Unholiness or sin where we disobey God.
What are some things that Christians do that are different than other
people? Examples include believing Jesus is God, reading the Bible, praying,
worshiping God, going to church, confessing our sins to God, and not doing sinful
things like swearing at people, getting drunk, or being violent.

Have you ever had someone make fun of you for being holy and not
sinning? Explain what happened and how you felt.
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THURSDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 1:13-21

Word of the Day: Judgment

Peter teaches that eternal judgment belongs to God. Judgment is what the Bible
means when it says that God looks at our life and determines what we do that is
right and wrong. The Bible teaches that one day there will be a final day of judgment
when God fairly judges everyone for the life they lived. For Christians this judgment
will be for our rewards in heaven. For non-Christians this judgment will be for their
punishment in hell.

1. Why is it good that God judges? Examples include that it shows God does not
approve of all the sin and hurt people are doing, that God will one day put an end
to all evil and make the world perfect again, and that Satan does not win.

2. How does knowing that at the end of our life God will reward us for
anything good we have done make it easier to live a holy life?

3. Is there any sin in your life right now that God wants you to stop doing so
that he does not have to judge you for it?

4. Should we be more concerned about what other people think of us or about
what God thinks of us?» Why?

5. Can we judge who is going to heaven and hell? No, that is God's job.

Can we judge people’s actions and decide if they were right or wrong? Yes,
especially people who say they are Christians.

FRIDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 1:13-21
Word of the Day: Ransomed

Peter says that Christians are people who have been ransomed by God through
the blood of Jesus Christ. Think of it this way. Sin includes our thoughts, words,
deeds, and motives. Sin also includes not doing what we'’re supposed to do (sin of
omission), and doing what we are not supposed to do (sin of commission). Now,
imagine if every time we sinned throughout our whole life we owed God ten
dollars—how deeply in debt we would be to God! But our sin is actually worse than
that because we owe God more than ten dollars for every one of our sins and there
is no way we can ever repay him. Jesus came as God into history to live without any
sin, die for our sin, and pay our debt to God. So, Christians have been ransomed by
Jesus, who paid our debt of sin to God.

1. Who pays our debt to God for our sin? Jesus.
2. How did Jesus pay our debt to God for our sin? He died on the cross for

our sins.

3. Where was our sin judged and our ransom paid? Az the cross of Jesus.
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4. If we are Christians who believe in Jesus, will God judge us and send us to
hell? No, because of Jesus we are forgiven. We get to be friends with God today

and one day we will live with God in heaven forever.
5. How should we feel about Jesus because he ransomed us?

Can you think of any other time in life when someone ransomed you by
paying for something you could not pay for? Explain.

SATURDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 1:13-21
Word of the Day: Faith

Peter speaks of Christians as being believers in God. This means that Christians
are people who have faith in God. To have faith in God means that we know who
God is from the Bible, believe what the Bible says, and trust in Jesus as our God.

1. What does faith mean? It means that we know what God says in the Bible and
believe it.

Who is our faith in? Jesus because he is our God.

3. Can you be a Christian without faith in Jesus? No, if you don’t trust Jesus then
you are not a Christian.

. Who do you know that has faith in God?
5. Do you have faith in God?
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MONDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 1:22-2:3

Word of the Day: Truth

Peter says that we should obey the truth. It is very important to know that God
tells the truth. Truth is what is real and not a lie.

What is truth? Truzh is what is real and from God.
What is the opposite of truth? Lies are the opposite of truth.
Where do we learn the truth? In the Bible.

Who always told the truth? Jesus always told the truth. Jesus says, “I tell you the
truth” more than fifty times in the Gospel of John alone.

Who tells lies? Sazan tells lies and Jesus says he is the father of lies in John 8:44.
Should we lie or tell the truth? 72/ the truth like Jesus did.
7. What should we do when we lie? We should apologize to God and whomever

we lied to because lying is a sin.

L=
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TUESDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 1:22-2:3
Word of the Day: Love

Peter says that Christians are to love God and one another. Love is one of the
most important teachings in all of Christianity. Love comes from God because God
is perfect love. When we love we are doing what God wants us to do.

1. Where does love come from? Love comes from God because God is love
(1 John 4:8).
Who has loved you the most besides God?

3. What are the most loving things people have done for you?

What are some things you can do to love people?
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WEDNESDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 1:22-2:3

Word of the Day: Word of God

Peter says that we become Christians by hearing and believing the Word of
God. The title “Word of God” refers to the Bible. This is because the Bible is the
literal words of God and the perfect way that God speaks to us.

What is the Word of God? The Bible is the Word of God.

How many books are in the Bible? Sixzy-six books.

How many books are in the Old Testament? Zhirty-nine books.
How many books are in the New Testament? Twenty-seven books.
How does God speak to us? Zhrough the Bible.

What has God taught you from the Bible?

O e o

THURSDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 1:22-2:3
Word of the Day: Repentance

Peter says that we should put our sin away from us because it is bad. The word
repentance is often used in the Bible to explain how we put our sins away from us.
Repentance is very important because it show us that when we do sin we can ask
Jesus to forgive us and he will help us to turn around and walk away from sin and be
close to God.

1. 'What should we do when we sin? We should repent of our sin.

2. What is repentance? Zelling God and whomever we sinned against we are
sorry, asking their forgiveness, and letting God help us fo stop sinning and do the
right thing.

3. Have you recently repented of any sin and stopped doing a bad
thing? Explain.

4. Parents, this would be a good opportunity for you to speak from the
example of your own life in an appropriate way. Tell your children some sin
you wrestled with and how Jesus helped you to repent of it and put it away.
Invite your child to ask you any questions they may have about
your repentance.

FRIDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 1:22-2:3
Word of the Day: Born again

Peter says that Christians are people who have been born again. What he means
is that when we are born we are physically alive but spiritually dead in that we don’t
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love Jesus for being our God. However, when we become Christians we are born a
second time so that we are both physically alive and spiritually alive to God.

1.

Parents, take a few minutes and explain to your children what they were like
when they were a baby. Tell the funny stories and describe how much you
loved them. Ask them if they have any questions about what they were like
as babies. You may also want to show them some of their baby photos.

What do babies like to eat when they were born? Babies eat a lot of milk.
What are new Christians hungry for when they first become Christians and

are born again? Peter says they are hungry for the Bible and like to learn about
God from the Bible just like babies are hungry for milk.

Parents, explain to your children what new appetites for God and Scripture
that you experienced when you became a Christian and were born again.
Invite them to ask any questions they may have about changes in your life
since you were born again as a Christian.

SATURDAY
Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 1:22-2:3
Word of the Day: Good
Peter says that God is good. What this means is that God never does anything

bad or wrong because he is perfect and without any sin. Because God is always good
we can always trust him and he will always help us.

Is God good? Yes.

Does God ever do anything bad? No, God never sins, never lies, and never does
anything wrong.

Does God make people sin or do wrong things? No, God does not want
anyone to sin and when they do it makes him sad.

What are some ways in the Bible that we see that God is good?

What are some ways in your life that God has been good to you?

How has God been good to your family?
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SUNDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 2:4—12
Word of the Day: Priesthood

Peter says that Christians are a priesthood. In the Old Testament the priests
were God’s people who served God in ministry. In the New Testament, Peter says

that all Christians are priests, which means that we can have a direct relationship
with God through Jesus Christ, and that our whole life is ministry for God.

1. Who were the priests in the Old Testament? They were like pastors who did
ministry for God, taught the Bible, prayed, and helped people.

2. Who are the priests in the New Testament? A4/ Christians are called priests in
the New Testament.

3. What is your ministry? Examples include helping out parents, serving kids in
school, looking after siblings, etc. Talk this point through with your children at
length and help them to see how they have opportunities to do ministry and

help people.

MONDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 2:4—12
Word of the Day: Cornerstone

Peter says that Jesus is our cornerstone. In Jesus’ day many buildings were made
out of stones cut out of rock, kind of like bricks. When a building was made, the very
first stone that was laid on the bottom of the building was called the cornerstone.
The cornerstone was the most important stone because it held up the entire building.
So, when Peter says that Jesus is our cornerstone, he is saying that Jesus should be
first in our life and everything in our life needs to be built on him.

1. What is a cornerstone? I# is the first and most important stone that is laid down
to make a building.

2. What does it mean that Jesus is our cornerstone? I# means he is the most
important person in our life and that our whole life should be built on him.

3. What happens to a building that has a bad cornerstone? The entire building
breaks and falls to the ground.
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4. What happens to someone’s life if Jesus is not the cornerstone? Their /ife is
not built for God and it falls apart, like a bad building.

5. IfJesus is the cornerstone, who are the other stones in God’s building, the
church? God'’s people are the other stones stacked together as the church.

TUESDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 2:4—12
Word of the Day: Stumbling stone

Everyone has tripped over a rock and fallen down. Peter says that, sadly, for
some people, Jesus is like a rock that they trip and fall over. What he means is that
some people do not believe Jesus is God or that he rose from death and so they are
not Christians who love Jesus. Peter says that they trip over Jesus because they are
offended by him saying he is God and that we are sinners who need him.

1. What does it mean that Jesus is a stumbling stone for non-Christians? Iz
means that they do not love Jesus as God and they are offended by and disagree
with what he said and did.

2. What are some things Jesus said and did that people are offended by and
disagree with?

3. What would you tell people who have questions about or problems
with Jesus?

4. Do you know any non-Christians whom we should pray for and love in
hopes that they become Christians?

5. Parents, take some time as a family to regularly pray for non-Christian
family, friends, neighbors, etc., to become Christians.

WEDNESDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 2:4—12
Word of the Day: God s people

Peter says that Christians are God’s people. What he means is that Christians
believe in Jesus and live together as the church, kind of like a big family that loves
and serves one another, or a team that works together.

1. What does it mean that we are God’s people? I¢ means that all Christians
belong to God and are like a family or a team.

How many of God’s people can you name that you know personally?

3. What are the benefits of being God’s people? Examples include our sins are
Jforgiven, the Holy Spirit lives in us to help us, we get to pray to God, we get fo
have Christian friends and be involved in church, etc.

4. What do you like best about being one of God’s people?
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5. Parents, explain why you like being among God’s people and how that has
benefited you and your family.

THURSDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 2:4—12
Word of the Day: Mercy

Peter says that all of God’s people have received mercy from God. The idea
of mercy is very important to understanding God and the Bible. The Bible often
says that God is merciful. For example, Exodus 34:6-7 is the verse most often
quoted in the rest of the Bible and there God tells us that he is “The LORD, the
LORD, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast
love and faithfulness, keeping steadfast love for thousands, forgiving iniquity and
transgression and sin, but who will by no means clear the guilty.” By “mercy,” the
Bible means that although we do not deserve it, God is good to us; he gives us
goodness that we do not deserve and withholds from us punishment that we do
deserve because he is loving.

1. What does it mean that God is merciful? Because God is loving he treats us
good even when we are bad.

2. Do other religions teach that God is merciful? No, other religions teach that
you get what you deserve and have to earn God’s love and forgiveness by suffering,
doing good works, or going to purgatory to pay God back for all your sins.

3. Do you think it is a good thing that God is merciful? Why?

Parents, explain the ways in which God has been merciful to you and
your family so that your children can see firsthand the mercy of God in your
home.

FRIDAY
Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 2:4—-12
Word of the Day: Darkness and light

Sometimes word pictures are the best way to understand something. Peter uses
the word picture of darkness and light to explain life with Jesus. He says that life
without Jesus is like living in the dark and that life with Jesus is like living in
the light.

1. What do you think about the dark? Examples include that it is scary, lonely,
and bad.

2. What does Peter mean that living without Jesus is like living in the dark?
Examples include that you are lonely, scared, and don’t know God.

3. What do you think about warm sunlight? Examples include that it is fun, feels
good, and makes you feel alive and happy.
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4. What does Peter mean that living with Jesus is like living in the light?
Examples include that you are living and growing, happier, and not scared
or lonely.

5. Do you ever get scared going to bed in the darkness? Explain. Parents, make
sure to pray for your kids at bedtime and teach them to pray to Jesus themselves
whenever they are scared at nighttime.

6. What is the most fun you have ever had in the sunlight?

SATURDAY

Bible Reading 1his Week: 1 Peter 2:4—12
Word of the Day: Good deeds

Christians are supposed to love people just like Jesus has loved them.
Sometimes it is hard to love people because they are mean to us or not thankful for
the things we do for them. Still, Peter encourages Christians to do good deeds for
people even when it is difficult so that they will see that God loves them and we love
them too, in hopes that they will love God and us.

1. What are good deeds? Things we do for people because God loves them and
wants us to love them too.

What are some good deeds your parents have done for you?
What are some good deeds people have done for you recently?
What are some good deeds you have done for people recently?

ik LN

What are some good deeds you should do for someone whom God wants
you to love?
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SUNDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 2:13-17
Word of the Day: Submission

God is in charge of everyone and everything because he is in ultimate authority.
God also puts people in authority over us to help us learn and grow. As long as the
people in authority over us are not telling us to do something sinful against God, we
are supposed to submit to them and do what they ask us.

Who is in ultimate authority in charge of everyone and everything? God.

2. What human authorities has God put in authority over you? Examples
include parents, teachers, coaches, Sunday school teachers, police, efc.

3. Should you submit to someone who tells you to sin? No.
Should you submit to people in authority who tell you do to good
things? Yes.

5. What are some ways you have submitted to godly authority?
Parents, it is good to explain to your children that you are submissive to

godly authority as well. Take some time explaining how you have to obey
God, the government, police, your boss, church elders, etc.

MONDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 2:13—-17
Word of the Day: Consequences

Peter teaches us that our actions have consequences. This means that if we
obey godly authority over us we are rewarded. However, if we sin and disobey godly
authority over us we are punished. This is what the Bible means elsewhere when it
says we reap what we sow.

1. What bad consequences have you experienced for not obeying godly
authority? Examples including getting in trouble or hurt when a parent’s orders
were disobeyed, or getting in trouble in school or Sunday school for not obeying
the teacher.
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2. What good consequences have you experienced for obeying godly authority?
Examples include getting good marks on a report card for good behavior, or being
chosen to be a leader at school or on a sports team.

3. Why did God give you parents to make rules for you?

Parents, it is important for you to use your own life as a positive and
negative example for your children. Tell some stories about negative
consequences in your life for disobeying godly authority, and about positive
examples in your life for obeying godly authority.

TUESDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 2:13—17
Word of the Day: Servants

Peter says that Christians are supposed to be servants. This is because Jesus is
a servant (e.g., Mark 10:42—-45; Phil. 2:5-11) who has served us by coming to earth,
living without sin, dying for our sins, and rising for our salvation. Jesus did all of this
out of humility and love even though he was God. Since Jesus has been so good to
us, we want to follow his example and humbly serve others in love.

1. How is Jesus the greatest servant who has ever lived? Jesus is God and was
humble enough to come to earth to serve people. Jesus has served more people than
anyone who has ever lived and died for our sins, which is the greatest act of service
anyone has ever done.

Who has served you and how have they served you?

3. Why do we serve people? Because Jesus has served us and we want to share
God’s love with other people.

4. Who does God want you to serve and how does he want you to serve them?

WEDNESDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 2:13—-17
Word of the Day: Freedom
Peter says that Christians are people who are free. This means we are free from

Satan, sin, and selfishness. We are also free to love God, live new lives, and serve
people in love.

1. What are Christians free from? Examples include free from Satan, sin,
and selfishness.

2. What are Christians free to? Examples include free to love God, worship God,
live a new life, and serve other people in love.

3. Are Christians free to sin? No, Christians are free from sin, which means we
should not sin and when we do we should ask God to help us stop sinning.
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4. Are Christians free to hide their sin? No, because we are free from sin we are
Jree to tell Jesus and our parents when we sin so they can love and help us.

5. Is there any sin you have been hiding from me/us?

THURSDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 2:13—-17
Word of the Day: Honor

Peter says that Christians are supposed to honor everyone. This does not mean
that we agree with everyone, or that we like what everyone is doing. However, it does
mean that we treat people with respect and love because that is how God
treats people.

1. What does it mean to honor people? Examples include that we treat peaple
with love and respect even if we disagree with them.

2. Can you remember a time when someone did not honor or respect you (e.g.,
called you a name or was mean) and how you felt?

3. Is there anyone you need to do a better job of honoring? How can you
do that?

4. TIs there anything that I/we (the parents) do or say that you don't think is
honoring? Parents, this is a good time for you to examine your own life and
parenting to see if you have been disrespectful to your children by being harsh,
mean, or curt. If so, apologize to them, ask their forgiveness, and pledge to them
and God that you will repent and grow in that area to do a better job of honoring
them and setting a good example.

FRIDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 2:13—-17
Word of the Day: Love

Peter says that Christians are supposed to love one another. This is because God
is loving and wants us to treat one another the way he treats us. To help us love our
Christian friends and church, God gives Christians the Holy Spirit who gives us
love to share with others (Rom. 5:5). Love is doing what is best for other people.

Where does love come from? Love comes from God.

2. How has Jesus loved us? Examples include that he came into history as a person
although he is God, lived without sin, died for our sins, rose for our salvation, sent
the Holy Spirit to change us from the inside out, and is preparing a place for us
right now in heaven.

3. What does it mean that Christians are supposed to love one another?

Which Christians have loved you well> How did they love you?
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5. Whom have you loved well? How did you love them?

6. Is there anyone you need to love better and if so how can you do that?

SATURDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 2:13—-17
Word of the Day: Fear

'The Bible often says that we should fear God, and Peter says this also. What he
does not mean is that Christians whose sins have been forgiven by Jesus should be

scared of God. What he does mean is that Christians should respect God enough to
live in reverence for God.

1. What does it mean to fear God? Examples include that it means to respect God,
obey God, love God, efc.

2. Should Christians be scared of God? No, God loves us and shows only bis love
and kindness to Christians.

3. Name the people you respect and revere the most and why.

Why should we respect and revere God?
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SUNDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 2:18-25
Word of the Day: Suffering

Sometimes we get in trouble because we sin. Sometimes we suffer not because
we sinned but because someone is sinning against us. When Peter wrote his letters,
the Christians were suffering because other people were being mean to them just
because they worshiped God. Some of the Christians were even slaves whose masters
hurt them and they could not do anything about it because slaves were not protected
by the law. So, Peter wrote them a letter teaching them how Jesus suffered when
people sinned against him and how he is our example of how to treat mean people
who do bad things to us.

1. What is suffering? Suffering is when you are hurt by someone who sins
against you.

2. Should we stop being Christians because some people make fun of us or are
mean to us? No, we should ask them to stop, pray for them, and keep living as
Christians.

3. Did Jesus suffer? Yes.

How did Jesus suffer? Examples include Judas betrayed him, his friends did not
help him when he needed them, he was arrested and accused of bad things he did
not do, he was beaten, and he was killed.

5. How did Jesus treat people who made him suffer? Jesus loved them, forgave
them, and did not sin against them.

6. What can we learn about suffering from how Jesus suffered?

MONDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 2:18-25
Word of the Day: Sorrow

Peter tells us that some things in life will give us sorrows, or make us sad. This is
because sometimes life is difficult. In hard times it is okay to be sad and even to cry.
After all, even Jesus was sometimes sad and Isaiah 53:3 calls him “a man of sorrows.”
'The shortest verse in the Bible says, “Jesus wept” (John 11:35). So, Christians are
allowed to be honest about their feelings like Jesus was, which means sometimes we
have joy and sometimes we have sorrow.
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1. What are some times in the Bible when Jesus had sorrow? Examples include
Jesus’ sadness that his friend Lazarus had died, when he prayed in the Garden of
Gethsemane the night before he died, and when he saw his mother Mary at the
Jfoot of his cross.

2. What does the shortest verse in the Bible say? John 11:35 says, Jesus wept.”
3. Isit okay for Christians to sometimes be happy and sometimes be sad? Yes.
4. What are your happiest memories?
5. What are your saddest memories?

TUESDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 2:18-25
Word of the Day: Endurance

Peter says that Christians are to have endurance when we face hard times.
Endurance is the determination to keep doing what is right and living like Jesus
wants us to no matter what. Everyone has things in life that they want to give up on
but they need to endure. So, today we will discuss endurance, or what the theologians
call perseverance of the saints.

1. What does it mean for Christians to endure or persevere?

2. What are some things that you want to quit doing because they are difficult
(e.g., school work, chores, loving a difficult friend)?

3. What are some things you can do to help yourself endure better?

Parents, this is a good opportunity to share with your children struggles in
your life that are difficult for you to endure (e.g., illness, unemployment,
financial shortfalls, a tough job). Explain to them what you are doing to
endure and persevere and why.

5. How can we be praying for each other to endure? Parents, this is a good time
to take a few moments over dinner and pray for each other in areas
needing endurance.

WEDNESDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 2:18-25
Word of the Day: Atonement

Peter says that Jesus bore our sins in his body on the cross so that we might
die to sin and live to righteousness. What he means is that because Jesus died in our
place for our sins, we can put our sins to death and live a new life by the power of
God the Holy Spirit. The word that Bible teachers use to explain this is atonement.
Atonement means we can be at-one with God because of Jesus so that our sinful life
goes away and our new life comes.
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1. Why did Jesus die on the cross? Jesus died in our place for our sins.

2. Since Jesus died for our sins, what can we do with our sins? We can put our
sins to death, or stop doing a sin and instead live a better life as a Christian.

3. What kind of sins can Jesus help you to stop doing?
What kind of good things can Jesus help you to start doing?

THURSDAY
Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 2:18-25
Word of the Day: Healing

Peter quotes Isaiah 53:5 and says that we can be healed because of Jesus’ death
on the cross. This means that in this life some people are healed of sickness. It also
means that all Christians are healed after they die and resurrect with new bodies that
never get sick or hurt ever again.

What does healing mean? Iz means that God heals our sickness by a miracle.
Does God want us to pray for sick people to be healed? Yes (e.g., James 5:14).

3. Are there any sick people we should be praying for? Parents, this is a good
opportunity to take some time and pray with your children for sick people your
Sfamily knows.

Is every Christian healed in this life? Vo.
5. Is every Christian healed in heaven? Yes.

What do you think it will be like in heaven where no one gets sick, hurt,
or dies?

FRIDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 2:18-25
Word of the Day: Sheep

Peter says that people who sin are like straying sheep. Sheep are mentioned
more than any other animal in the Bible, roughly four hundred times altogether.
Sheep often wander away from their shepherd who looks after them. This is
dangerous because sheep do not have any way to defend themselves and wolves and
other animals will kill them. When we sin and wander away from God we are like
sheep who are in danger of being hurt.

Which animal is mentioned the most in the Bible? Sheep.
2. How are people like sheep? We need to stay close to God for protection and if we

wander away from God we are in danger like sheep.

3. Are sheep a strong and tough animal? No, they are nice but cannot fight back if
other animals like wolves try to hurt them.
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4. In what ways do you wander from God like sheep wander from
their shepherd?
SATURDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 2:18-25

Word of the Day: Shepherd

Peter says that Christians are like sheep and that Jesus is like our Shepherd.
Shepherds look after their sheep, protect their sheep from animals that want to hurt
them (like wolves), and make sure the sheep have food to eat and water to drink. If
you want to study more about sheep and shepherds, Psalm 23 explains them in
great detail.

1.
2.

Who looks after the sheep? The shepherd.

What kinds of things does a good shepherd do? Feeds the sheep, protects the
sheep, leads the sheep, etc.

If a sheep wanders away from the shepherd, what does he do? He goes and
finds the lost sheep and brings them back to the flock and takes care of them.

How are Christians like sheep? See yesterday’s discussion for various examples of
possible answers.

How is Jesus like a shepherd to Christians? Examples include he leads us,
protects us, feeds us, takes care of us, etc.
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'MARRIAGE AND "¢
WOMEN

‘\ lesson 1 ‘ family questions )

SUNDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 3:1-6
Word of the Day: Marriage (Part 1)

In 1 Peter 3:1-6 Peter speaks of marriage. God is the one who made us male
and female and invented marriage for one man and one woman (Gen. 2:18-25). The
Bible also teaches that Jesus is like a husband and the church is like his wife whom
he loves (Eph. 5:22-33). This means that Christians who get married are supposed to

love one another like Jesus and the church.

Who is supposed to get married? One man and one woman.
Who invented marriage? God did.
Who were the first people to ever get married? Adam and Ewve.

L=

Parents, this is a good opportunity to answer any questions your children
may have about marriage. Explain your own marriage and how you met

one another and courted (if you are married). Also explain to them the
importance of being a Christian and marrying a Christian and why and how
you will help decide whom they date and marry.

MONDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 3:1-6
Word of the Day: Marriage (Part 2)

Peter was a pastor who wrote the letter that became a book of the Bible to
help his people. Some of the women in his church were Christians who were
married to men who were not Christians. The Bible teaches that Christians are only
supposed to marry Christians (2 Cor. 6:14-15). But some Christians sin and marry
non-Christians. Also, sometimes two non-Christians marry and then one of them
becomes a Christian. It is very difficult for a Christian to be married to a non-
Christian because they do not worship God together, pray together, study the Bible
together, or want to do everything that God says.

1. Should a Christian marry a non-Christian? Vo.

2. What are some reasons a Christian might be married to a non-Christian?
Examples include sinful reasons (e.g., a Christian marrying a non-Christian)
and not sinful reasons (e.g., two people were not Christians when they married
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and then one became a Christian,).

How is it difficult for a Christian to be married to a non-Christian?
Examples include they do not worship God together, study the Bible together, or go
to church together, and they will want to raise their

children differently.

Parents, this is a good time for you to explain why you want your children
to be Christians who only date and marry Christians. Answer any questions
they may have about this important subject.

TUESDAY

Bible Reading 1his Week: 1 Peter 3:1-6

Word of the Day: Submission

Peter says that a wife should submit to her husband. What this does not mean
is that men are better than women, or that a husband can be mean to his wife in any
way. What this does mean is that a wife is supposed to respect her husband so that
he knows she loves him, as Peter says.

1. What kinds of things are disrespectful for a wife to do? Examples include
yelling at her husband, throwing things at him, saying mean things about him to
other people when he is not around, etc.

2. What kinds of things are respectful for a wife to do? Examples include
speaking nicely to her husband, not saying bad things about him when he is not
around, and speaking the truth to him in a way that is not mean.

3. If people treat one another with respect, how does it make their
relationship better?

4. TIs there anyone who is disrespectful to you? If so, how? How does it make
you feel?

5. Is there anyone that you need to work to be more respectful to? Who?

WEDNESDAY

Bible Reading 1his Week: 1 Peter 3:1-6

Word of the Day: Good deeds

Peter says that Christian women should be known for their good deeds
and conduct.

1.

What are good deeds? Good things we do out of love for God and
other people.

What are some good deeds a loving wife does for her husband?

Why is it good to start serving other people when you are little to help you
get ready to be married one day?

Parents, this is a good opportunity for everyone in the family to give some
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examples of good deeds they have seen in the actions of other family
members so as to encourage good deeds in one another.

THURSDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 3:1—6
Word of the Day: True beauty

Peter says that Christian women should dress with modesty. This does not
mean that they should not dress attractively and nicely, but rather that they should
not dress seductively. Too often girls and women are pressured to be only concerned
about what they look like on the outside rather than the inside. However, since God
looks at our hearts, we should look at people’s hearts also and see that their true
beauty is their love for God and holy character.

1. What is true beauty? True beauty is what is in the heart of someone who loves
God and other people.

2. What is a gentle spirit for a woman? Loving, kind, encouraging,
and truthful.

3. What is a quiet spirit for a woman? She speaks wisdom and truth in a way that
is loving and helpful for other people, including her husband.

How does a woman’s character make her beautiful?

5. What are some characteristics of a woman with beautiful character?

FRIDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 3:1—6
Word of the Day: Sarah

Peter says that there are parts of Sarah’s life from Genesis that are a great
example for other women. She was a very old woman, barren, and without any
children. Yet God promised her that she would have a baby. Hebrews 11:11 says she
had such great faith in God that she believed God would give her a baby. Therefore,
Sarah is one example of a woman who trusted God to take care of her even when life
was very difficult.

1. What does the name Sarah mean? Sarah means ‘princess.”

2. How old was Sarah when God told her she would have a baby? Sixzy-five.

3. How old was Sarah when she had the baby? Ninety.

4. Did Sarah trust God for the baby even though it required a miracle? Yes (if
you want you can read Hebrews 11:11 where it says this).

5. What was the name of Sarah’s son? Isaac.

6. What does Isaac mean? Laughter.

7. What can girls and women learn from Saral’s life?
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SATURDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 3:1-6
Word of the Day: Holy women

Peter says that women (young and old) can learn a lot by studying the lives
of the holy women who lived in the days of the Old Testament. So, today we will
discuss some of the godly women in the Old Testament.

1. Name one godly woman at a time from the Old Testament, tell what you
know about her story, and share what good things we can learn from her
life. Examples include that Sarab trusted God for a miracle baby, Ruth loved
God and worked hard after her husband died, Esther loved God and saved God's
people, the Proverbs 31 woman worked hard and took good care of her family, efc.

2. Who are your favorite women in the Bible? Why?

~116~



'MARRIAGE AND "™
MEN

‘\ lesson 2 ‘ family questions )

SUNDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 3:7
Word of the Day: Love

Peter says that Christian husbands are to be loving, kind, tender, and sweet to
their wives. This is because marriage is a picture of Jesus’ relationship with the church
and husbands are to love their wives like Jesus loves the church. Love includes the
words we say, the gifts we give, the time we spend together, how we serve, and how
we touch one another.

1. Why does Peter say that husbands must love their wives? Because husbands
are to act like Jesus.

How can our words be loving? How can our words be unloving?

3. How can our service be loving? How can our service be unloving (e.g., we
only serve people who serve us)?

How can our gifts be loving? How can our gifts be unloving?

5. How can our time together with people be loving? How can we be unloving
when we spend time with people?

6. How can the way we touch people be loving (e.g., hugs)? How can we touch
people in a way that is unloving (e.g., shoving, hitting)?

MONDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 3:7
Word of the Day: Understanding

Peter says that one way that a husband can love his wife is to be understanding.
'This means he is considerate, thinks of things from her point of view, listens to her,
and tries very hard to always think of her and do things that are best for her.

1. What does it mean to be an understanding person? Examples include being a
good listener, thinking of other people and not being selfish, trying to understand
other people, being patient, kind, considerate, efc.

2. Who do you know that is an understanding person who listens to you and
helps you?
3. How good are you at being understanding toward other people?
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4. Are there any people you can do a better job being understanding with?
5. What can you do to be more understanding with people?

TUESDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 3:7
Word of the Day: Honor

Peter says that husbands are supposed to honor their wives. This means that a
husband should not be rude to his wife, mean to his wife, speak in a mean way to
his wife, ever threaten her or make her scared, or ever hit or hurt her in any way.
Sadly, some men do not control their tempers and they are mean to their wives and
children, which is a sin.

1. What does it mean to honor people? Examples include it means we are to
speak lovingly, act kindly, and treat people with respect.

2. What do we call it when people do not honor other people? Siz.

3. What are some ways in which you have not honored someone?

4. What are some ways in which you have honored someone?

5. Isit easier to be friends with someone who honors you? Why?
WEDNESDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 3:7
Word of the Day: Weaker

Peter says that when someone is stronger than another person it is a sin for the
stronger person to bully and push around the weaker person. Sometimes men sin
terribly by pushing around and bullying their wives and children just because they
are not as strong and tough.

1. How should we treat someone who is weaker (e.g., younger children)? e
should love and protect them and not push them around or bully them.

2. Isitabad thing to be weaker than someone else? No, everyone is weaker than
someone else.

3. What kinds of things do bullies do? Examples include they call names, they
hurt people’s feelings, they push or hit others, they make people do what they do not

want to do, etc.
Is there anyone that you sometimes bully? If so, explain.

5. Is there anyone who sometimes bullies you? If so, explain.
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THURSDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 3:7
Word of the Day: Heirs

Peter says that Christian husbands and wives are both heirs of God’s grace. An
heir is someone who is part of a family and gets all the benefits and rewards of being
part of that family. What Peter is saying is that for Christians, God is our Father and
he shares with us every good thing. So, when we go to heaven we will live in God’s
house, eat God’s food, and enjoy God’s kingdom, which the Bible says even has
streets lined with gold.

1. What is an heir? Examples include someone who gets to enjoy everything in their
family and has a huge inheritance waiting for them.

Who are God’s heirs? A/ Christians.
What kind of things do you think God will have for you to enjoy in heaven?
What do you think heaven will be like?

Who do you want to meet in heaven?

Lk L

FRIDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 3:7
Word of the Day: Prayer

Peter says that husbands who are mean to their wives will not have their prayers
answered by God. What this means is that husbands who do not lovingly serve their
wives will not be lovingly served by God until they change and stop sinning against
their wives. God says this because sometimes people can be really mean to other
people and God wants them to stop being mean and so he warns them to be nice.

1. What is prayer? Examples include that prayer is talking to God.

When we pray, do we have to get the words perfect or does God know our
heart and what we are trying to say? God knows our thoughts and hearts and so
our prayer should be sincere but need not be perfect.

How often do you pray to God?
Is there anything about praying to God that is hard for you?

What are God’s answers to our prayers? Yes, no, or later on.

O

Why does God sometimes not answer the prayers of people? If they are being
mean to other people, God wants them fo stop being mean and so he tells them he
will answer their prayers and help them only if they want to be nice to people.
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SATURDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 3:7
Word of the Day: Marriage
'The first marriage in the Bible is in Genesis 1 and 2. There, God made our

first parents Adam and Eve. Then God brought them together and married them.
Therefore, God created marriage to be for one man and one woman.

Who created marriage? God did.
Who can be married? One man and one woman (Gen. 2:18-25).

Do you ever want to be married? Explain.

L=

What kind of person would you want to marry? Examples include a
Christian, a woman who is respm_‘ful, or a husband who is loving and kind.

5. Do you have any questions about marriage?

~120~






WITNESS 4

lesson 1 — suffering to bless
lesson 2 — suffering to learn
lesson 3 — suffering to serve
lesson 4 — suffering to worship

Trial: 8 Witnesses - family questions




SUFFERING TO ~ "mr
BLESS

‘\ lesson 1 ‘ family questions )

SUNDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 3:8—-17
Word of the Day: Unity

Peter says that Christians should have unity of mind with other Christians in
their church. By unity of mind, Peter does not mean that we agree on everything.
But he does mean that we all think the same regarding the most important things.
'The kind of things that all Christians are supposed to have unity of mind about are
things like believing the Bible is God’s Word, there is only one God, that Jesus is
God who died for our sin, that Jesus rose from death to give us new life, and that
when we sin we should repent and when we are sinned against we should forgive.

1. What is unity of mind? Examples include agreeing on the most important parts
of Christianity.

2. How can Christians have unity of mind? By reading and studying the Bible
with the help of God the Holy Spirit.

3. What should Christians do if they do not have unity of mind and disagree
about something important? They should pray for God to teach them, study the
Bible to find the truth, and learn from other godly people to help them.

4. What happens when Christians do not have unity of mind? Examples
include they sometimes fight, or even stop being friends.

5. Are there any things that your parents believe that you don’t agree
with? Explain.

MONDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 3:8—-17
Word of the Day: Sympathy

Peter says that Christians are supposed to have sympathy. What this means
is that Christians are supposed to be loving and consider other people and their
feelings and needs. No one is perfect, everyone sins, and God is working on every
Christian all the time. Sympathy is when we are loving, patient, kind, and helpful
with one another. Sympathy is understanding that some people are just not good at
some things, or that they won't be good at some things until they learn more, which
takes time. Sympathy is not demanding that people be perfect, but loving them to
help them always grow to be more like Jesus.
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1. What are some ways that we can act without sympathy? Examples include
being mean, impatient, demanding, or expecting everyone to be like us.

Who has shown you sympathy? How?
Who have you shown sympathy to? How?

ENESIES

How does God have sympathy with us? Examples include he is patient with

us, serves us, and works hard to help us all the time.

5. When you are with younger children, how is it hard for you to have
sympathy for them?

6. Are there any people it is hard for you to treat with sympathy? Who?

TUESDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 3:8—17
Word of the Day: Brothers

Peter says that Christians should have brotherly love for one another. What he
means is that because God is our Father, the church is like a family, and we should
treat other Christians kind of like brothers treat one another. Brothers love one
another, spend time together, do things together, help one another, and sometimes
disagree or even fight but always work it out because they love one another.

1. How is the church like a family? God is our Father and Christians are like
brothers and sisters.

How do loving brothers treat one another?
3. What are some ways that brothers sin against one another?

What does the Bible mean when it says Christians should love one another
like brothers do?

5. Is there any Christian who has loved you like a brother? Who?
6. Is there any Christian whom you have loved like a brother? Whom?

WEDNESDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 3:8—17

Word of the Day: Tender heart

Peter says that God the Holy Spirit helps us to have a tender heart. A tender
heart is a heart that loves God, loves people, feels bad when someone has been hurt
or sinned against, and wants to do the right thing. The opposite of a tender heart
is a hard heart that does not submit to God, treat people nicely, or apologize when
something wrong is done. Everyone gets a hard heart sometimes and needs to pray
to Jesus, asking him to help us have a tender heart.
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What is a tender heart?

What is the opposite of a tender heart? 4 hard heart.
How is a tender heart different than a hard heart?

Are people with tender hearts loving and happy? Why?

A

How is your heart lately, more tender or hard? Why?

THURSDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 3:8—17
Word of the Day: Humble mind

Peter says that Christians need a humble mind. A humble mind believes that
the Bible is true, is willing to learn, does not pretend to know everything, listens to
teachers and parents, and does not brag about what it knows and how smart it is. The
opposite of a humble mind is a proud mind—like Satan’s—that does not obey God
or humbly learn.

1. What is a humble mind?
Why do proud people not learn very much?

3. What does the Bible say about pride? Parents, good verses to read and even
memorize about pride include:
* “There are six things that the LORD hates, seven that are an abomination
to him: haughty eyes.” (Prov. 6:16-17)
* “Pride and arrogance and the way of evil and perverted speech I hate.”
(Prov. 8:13)

* “Everyone who is arrogant in heart is an abomination to the LORD; be
assured, he will not go unpunished.” (Prov. 16:5)

* “Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall.”
(Prov. 16:18).

* “Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one another, for ‘God
opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.” (1 Pet. 5:5, cf. James 4:6)

4. Was Jesus humble or proud? Parents, if you want you can follow this point
up by reading and discussing Philippians 2:1-11.

FRIDAY
Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 3:8—17
Word of the Day: Suffering
Sometimes Christians suffer because they sin or do something foolish. But

Peter says that sometimes Christians suffer not because they have sinned or done
anything wrong, but just because other people do not like Christians. The suffering
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that Peter speaks of happens when others make fun of you because you are a
Christian, they don’t want to be your friend, or they don’t understand why you read
the Bible, pray, and go to church because they do not do those things so they think

you are weird.

1. What kinds of things do Christians do that are different than what non-
Christians do?

What kinds of things do Christians sometimes get made fun of for?
Has anyone ever picked on you because you are a Christian? Explain.

Did people pick on Jesus because he loved and obeyed God? What did they
do to him?

ENESIES

5. How did Jesus respond to people who made fun of him and picked on him?

How can you be like Jesus when people pick on you for being a Christian?

SATURDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 3:8—17
Word of the Day: Apologetics

Peter says that Christians should lovingly answer any questions non-Christians
have about Jesus, the Bible, and Christianity. This is called apologetics. Apologetics is

when Christians study the Bible and Christian books and articles to find answers to
people’s questions to help them become Christians.

1. Are there any people who have asked you questions about the Bible or Jesus
or Christianity? Who asked, and what questions did they ask?

2. Are there any questions you have about Jesus or the Bible or Christianity?
Parents, there are a number of good articles and book recommendations for
apologetics at www.equip.org if your children are old enough to start doing
Sfurther study on big questions about their faith.

3. Why is it better to try and answer people’s questions rather than argue and
fight with them if they are being mean to you for being a Christian?

4. Parents, this is a good time for you to share the big questions you have
wrestled with and how God helped you through books, friends, sermons,
etc., to get the answers you needed.
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SUNDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 3:18-22
Word of the Day: Hero

Peter says that because Jesus’life was without any sin, he is the perfect example
for us to learn from and follow. In this way, Jesus should be our hero. Unlike
the heroes of cartoons and video games, Jesus is real and helps us be like him.
Furthermore, when Jesus suffered because people were sinning against him, he
forgave them and loved them.

What is a hero? Someone we look up to, want to be like, etc.
Who are some of your heroes? Why?
Why is Jesus the best hero of all?

What can you learn from how Jesus treated his enemies?

MR e

Are there any people sinning against you? Explain.

MONDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 3:18-22
Word of the Day: Reconciliation

Even though we were God’s enemies because of our sin, Peter says that through
Jesus we can be reconciled to God as friends. Reconciliation is when enemies
become friends, when people who are not close become loving, and when conflict
is replaced with peace. Because Jesus died for our sins on the cross, all our sins are
forgiven and we can be reconciled to God through Jesus. Also, when people sin
against one another, Jesus can forgive that sin and take it away so that people can be
reconciled as friends too.

What is reconciliation?

What is the only way that people can be reconciled to God?

How does Jesus make it possible for people to be reconciled to one another?
What happens if people are not reconciled but are enemies?

Are you reconciled to God through Jesus? Explain.

O o

Is there anyone you need to be reconciled to? Explain.
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TUESDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 3:18-22
Word of the Day: Noah

Peter uses Noah as an example for us to learn from. Noah lived in the desert
when God told him to build a huge boat called an ark. Hebrews 11:7 says that Noah
had faith in God. Noah demonstrated this faith by building an ark in the middle of
the desert with the help of his sons for about 120 years. The ark was an enormous 1.4
million cubic feet, or the size of 522 modern railroad boxcars and was shaped like a
battle ship. Noah suffered because people did not believe that a flood was coming.
They made fun of Noah even though he preached for them to have faith in God. The
flood eventually came and everyone but Noah and his family died because no one
else got on the ark to be saved. Like Noah, today we live by faith that one day Jesus
will come back and everyone will be sent to heaven or hell. Until that day comes,
people will make fun of Christians like they made fun of Noah. We should still love
people and preach the gospel to them like Noah did in hopes that they will have
faith in God and will not suffer in hell like the people suffered in the flood.

. Tell me/us the story of Noah as best you can.
2. What did Noah do that showed he had faith in God? He spent 120 years

building the ark.

3. What did people think of Noah while he was building he ark? 7hey made fun
of him.

4. Did Noah stop building the ark so that people would stop making fun of
him? No.

5. Should we stop doing what is right because people make fun of us? NVo.
Will Jesus judge people one day like he did in the flood of Noah? Yes.

WEDNESDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 3:18-22
Word of the Day: Cleansing

Peter says that Jesus died, was buried, and rose from death to cleanse us from
our sins. He also says that Christians show that they belong to Jesus by being
baptized. In baptism, we are put under the water like Jesus was put under the earth,
and then brought up like Jesus rose from death. In doing this we show that we
believe in and belong to Jesus and that he cleanses us from sin like water cleanses us
from dirt.

1. How does baptism remind us of Jesus?

2. Does baptism make you a Christian? No, believing in Jesus makes you a
Christian but Christians who believe in Jesus get baptized to show
they believe.
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3. Have you ever seen someone get baptized? What did you think?
How does Jesus cleanse us from sin like water cleanses us from dirt?

5. Have you been baptized? If so, what was it like? If not, are you a Christian
and would you like to be? Parents, this is a good time for you to see if your children
are truly regenerated Christians and whether they are ready fo
be baptized.

THURSDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 3:18-22
Word of the Day: Heaven

Peter says that after dying for our sin and rising from death, Jesus returned to
heaven, where today he rules as God. In heaven, Jesus sits at the right hand of God,
which is the seat of power and honor. From there he rules over all people and angels.

Is Jesus dead today?
Where is Jesus today?
Who does Jesus rule over today?

Is anyone more powerful than Jesus?

iUk L

What do you think it will be like in heaven to see Jesus on his throne?

FRIDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 3:18-22
Word of the Day: Angels

Peter says that Jesus rules over all the angels. Unlike God, angels were created.
Unlike God, an angel does not know everything, cannot do anything because they
are not as powerful as God, and cannot be everywhere at one time. Angels are good
spirits who love God, worship God, and serve God by helping God’s people. Unlike
people, angels do not have a body and they never die.

What is an angel?

Are angels as powerful as God?
Who made angels?

How do angels serve God?

M

Do angels have bodies like people do?
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SATURDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 3:18-22
Word of the Day: Demons

In saying that Jesus rules over all angels, Peter is also saying that Jesus rules
over bad angels, which are also called demons in the Bible. Bad angels do not love
God. Instead, they follow Satan, who was a bad angel that tried to defeat God and
was kicked out of heaven for sinning. Demons came with him to earth and they do
bad things to people. Satan and demons tempt people to sin, tell lies about God, and
hurt people. Because Jesus is more powerful than demons, Christians can pray to
Jesus for protection and he will keep us safe from demons.

Who is Satan?
What are demons?
What kinds of bad things do demons do?

Is Jesus more powerful than demons?

A

How does prayer to Jesus protect us from demons?
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SUNDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 4:1-11
Word of the Day: God's will

Peter says that Christians should live their lives according to God’s will for
them. This means that we cannot always do what other people tell us, or even what

we want to do. Instead, we are to trust that God is smarter than we are, loves us, and
that doing what he says is always best.

1. Why is it best to do God’s will for our lives?

2. How does reading and studying the Bible help us know God’s will?

3. How does prayer help us know God’s will?

4. How do Christian family and friends help us know God’s will?

5. In what other ways can we learn of God’s will for our lives?
MONDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 4:1-11
Word of the Day: Idolatry

Peter says that sin is ultimately caused by idolatry. Idolatry is when we love
something or someone more than God. Sometimes, idolatry is taking good things
(like sports, video games, or friends) and making them more important to us than
God so that they become bad things because we are not using them rightly.

1. What is idolatry?

2. Which people and their opinions of you could become more important to

you than God?

3. Which things do you enjoy so much that they could become more
important to you than God?

4. How is Jesus better than idols? Examples include he loves us, serves us, and lets
us enjoy the good things he gives without worshiping them.
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TUESDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 4:1—11
Word of the Day: Hospitality

Hospitality is opening our life and home to welcome people in and build
friendships with them. Hospitality begins with God who has become our friend
and welcomes us into his home for a huge party in heaven (Isa. 25:6-8). Hospitality
includes having friends and family over, and especially neighbors and non-Christian
friends. People do not often have others over to their homes for dinners and parties
anymore, so this is an important ministry for Christians to love people.

What is hospitality?

2. What are some fun times you have had eating and playing at other
people’s homes?

3. What are your happiest memories of having people over to eat and play at
your home?

4. When you have people over, what can you do to be unselfish and
serve them?

5. Which people should you invite over to your home? Parents, you may want
to start planning more hospitality (if you don’t do much at present) by hosting a
community group, scheduling play dates, or having the neighbors over for a social
time or holiday party.

WEDNESDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 4:1—11
Word of the Day: Grumbling

Peter says that a common sin for people is grumbling. Grumbling is when we
talk back, argue, complain, and generally just have a bad attitude. The best-known
grumblers in the Bible were the Israelites in the Old Testament. God made them
walk around the wilderness for forty years because they would not stop grumbling
against their leader, Moses, and God himself. They grumbled about everything from
the food God gave them to eat to the water he gave them to drink.

What is grumbling?

Is grumbling a sin?

How long did the Israelites grumble in the days of Moses?
When was the last time you grumbled?

What do you grumble about most often?

O e o

Does grumbling help anything or make anything better?
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THURSDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 4:1-11
Word of the Day: Spiritual gifts

Peter says that rather than grumbling, Christians should try and make the
world a better place by using their spiritual gift(s) to serve people. Every Christian
has at least one spiritual gift, and some Christians have more than one. Spiritual gifts
are abilities God gives us to do ministry. When we use our spiritual gift(s) we are
often happy because we are doing what God made us to do. Some of the spiritual
gifts are teaching, leading, evangelism, helping, mercy, service, biblical counseling,
encouragement, wisdom, administration, giving, faith, discernment, and hospitality.

What is a spiritual gift?

Who has spiritual gifts?

What kinds of things do you like to do for other people?
What might your spiritual gift be?

A

Why is helping people better than grumbling about them and more like

how Jesus treats us?

FRIDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 4:1-11
Word of the Day: Ministry

Peter teaches that every Christian, no matter how young they are, has important
ministry to do. In this way, every Christian is like a pastor who loves and helps
people. Peter teaches that our ministry is with our hands and our mouths. With our
hands we serve people for Jesus, and with our mouths we speak to people
about Jesus.

What is ministry?
Who is in ministry?
What are the two kinds of ministry?

L=

Do you feel you are better at helping people with the works of your hands or
the words of your mouth?

5. Why is it nice of God to let us each do ministry?

SATURDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 4:1—11
Word of the Day: Glory

Peter says that all glory belongs to Jesus. He means that Jesus should be the
most important person in our life and that we should do everything we can to make
sure that other people see how wonderful he is. The word glory means something
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like the blazing glow that happens in a fire. When we sit around a fire and put a stick
in, the end of that stick glows red from the fire, or glories. So, when we walk with
Jesus and stay close to him, we too burn with the glory of God so that other people

see how Jesus changes our life and he gets all the glory for the good things we have
and do.

1. Who should get all the glory?
How is glorying in Jesus sort of like putting a stick in a fire?

3. Do angels glorify Jesus? Yes, they serve him and sing songs of worship
to him.

How does our singing worship songs to Jesus glorify him?
5. Isit possible to glorify Jesus in every area of life?
Is there any area of your life in which you are struggling to glorify Jesus?
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SUNDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 4:12—19
Word of the Day: Rejoice

Peter says that even though life can be very difficult, we need to find reasons to
rejoice in God. God is good, and he is always good to us. Yet, when life is hard it can
be difficult to see the ways God is being good to us. So, we should work even harder
in tough times to see God’s grace and love in our lives. One day when Jesus returns
and sin is gone there will be nothing but rejoicing forever.

1. Why should we rejoice in God?

2. Why is rejoicing in God sometimes harder when life is tough?

3. What reasons do you have to rejoice in God?

4. What has God done in your life that you should be thankful for?
MONDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 4:12—19
Word of the Day: Spirit

Peter says that Christians can worship God because they have the Holy Spirit.
The Holy Spirit is God and the third member of the Trinity. He has forever lived in
relationship with God the Father and God the Son (Jesus Christ) in perfect love,
communication, and joy. Because the Holy Spirit lives in Christians, he teaches us
about God, convicts us of sin that separates us from God, and enables us to
worship God.

1. Who is the Holy Spirit?

2. How does the Bible teach us that the Holy Spirit is a person and not just a
force? He is a person who can be grieved (Eph. 4:30), resisted (Acts 7:51), and
insulted (Heb. 10:29).

3. Is the Holy Spirit God? Yes (Acts 5:3—4; 2 Cor. 3:17-18).
Does the Holy Spirit live in everyone? No, only Christians (Eph. 1:13-14).

5. What does the Holy Spirit do for Christians? Examples include he saves us,
convicts us of sin, teaches us the Bible he inspired to be written, gives us spiritual giffs,
gives us love for Jesus, helps us to pray, and helps us to worship God.
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TUESDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 4:12—19
Word of the Day: Worship

Everyone worships someone or something. Worship is giving ourselves for
someone or something because they are most important to us. Worship includes
singing but is much bigger than that and is our whole life. Some people worship
their job, or their hobby, or their sport, or what other people think of them.
Christians worship God the Father through God the Son by the power of God the
Holy Spirit. Peter says that when people are being made fun of for being Christians
it is a good time to worship God by staying devoted to him and doing what is right.

What is worship?

2. What is the opposite of worship? Idolatry, worshiping someone or something
other than God.

3. Is worship just singing or is it singing plus all of life?
Why do some people stop worshiping God when people make fun of them
for being a Christian?

5. Do you worship God? Why, or why not?
Is there anything we could do to include more worship singing in our
family? Parents, this may include buying some worshipful music for your child’s
iPod, listening to worship music in the car and singing together, etc.

WEDNESDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 4:12—19
Word of the Day: Consequence

When we sin, there are consequences. Peter says that Christians should not be
people who suffer because of their sinful choices. Peter says that we should not be
murderers who hurt people, thieves who steal from people, evildoers who sin against
people, or meddlers who gossip about people and stick our nose in things that are
not our business. When we sin in these ways there are bad consequences for us and
other people. By seeing the harm that is caused by the consequences of our sin, we
learn the importance of worshiping God in all of life.

1. What is a consequence?

2. What are the consequences of sinful choices for us and other people?
3. What is murder?

4. What is stealing?

5. What is evildoing?

6. What is meddling?
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THURSDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 4:12—19
Word of the Day: Shame

Peter says that people who sin and do not repent and change feel shame. This
means that they feel guilty, bad, sad, and frustrated. People who have shame tend to
hide their sin from other people and often try to pretend that things are fine when
they are not. However, Peter says that Christians should not be stuck in feeling
ashamed. This is because Jesus died to forgive our sins and by the power of the
Holy Spirit we can repent and change so that we no longer do the things we are
ashamed of.

Why do people feel shame?
What is shame?
What kinds of things do ashamed people often do?

How should Christians deal with shame from sin?

A

Is there any secret sin you are ashamed of?

FRIDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 4:12—19
Word of the Day: Trust

Peter says that when our life is difficult and people are making fun of us for
being a Christian it is more important than ever to trust God. This includes trusting
that he does exist, does love us, will help us, is ultimately in control of our lives, and
in eternity will sort everything out and make it right. This trusting in God is one of
the ways that we worship God.

What does it mean to trust God?
Why is it sometimes harder to trust God in tough times?
Have you ever struggled to trust God? Explain.

L=

Parents, take some time to explain to your children a season or circumstance
in which you struggled to trust God, what you learned through that
struggle, and answer any questions they may have about your experience in
trusting God.

SATURDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 4:12—19
Word of the Day: Good works

Peter says that even when life is tough and people are making fun of us for
being Christians, we still need to do good works. Good works are those things we do
because God loves us and we want to obey him because we love him. Good works is
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simply doing the right thing even when no one sees us except God and even when
people are not thankful for what we do.

A e

What are good works?

What good works did Jesus do even when life was difficult?

Why should a Christian do good works?

What kind of good works does God want you to do?

What things make it hard for you to keep doing your good works?
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SUNDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 5:1-5
Word of the Day: Elders

Peter speaks of the leaders of the church and calls them elders, which is a word
that means the same thing as the word pastor. Elders are the male pastors who teach
the Bible, care for the people, and lead the church. Peter also says that he is an elder-
pastor of the people in his church.

What is an elder-pastor?
What kinds of things do elders-pastors do?

3. Do you know who the elders at your Mars Hill campus are? Parents, if not
and you want to find out, the Executive Elders are listed on the Mars Hill Church
website (www.marshillchurch.org) under ‘About,” and the campus elders are listed
on each campus’ page.

What would happen to a church if it did not have good pastors?
5. What can you be praying about for your church and pastors?

MONDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 5:1-5
Word of the Day: Witness

Peter says that he was a witness to the sufferings of Jesus Christ. This means
that he knew Jesus personally and was with him for three years. Peter saw Jesus get
arrested, crucified, and rise from death. In a day when there were no video cameras
or audio recorders, the testimony of an eyewitness was the best way to know the facts
about someone’s life. So, Peter is one of the best people to tell us the truth
about Jesus.

1. What was Jesus’ relationship with Peter?
How many years was Peter a disciple of Jesus?

3. Was there anyone who saw more of Jesus’ three years of ministry tha