





WITNESS 7

lesson 1~ doctrine from true teachers
lesson 2 — doctrine from false teachers (pt. 1)
lesson 3 — doctrine from false teachers (pt. 2)

Trial: 8 Witnesses - family questions




'DOCTRINE FROM ™2
TRUE TEACHERS

‘\ lesson 1 ‘ Jfamily questions

SUNDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 1:16-21
Word of the Day: Myths

Peter says that Christianity is built on historical facts whereas other religions
and beliefs are built on myths. The facts of Christianity include Jesus being born,
living on the earth performing miracles and teaching, dying on the cross, and
resurrecting from death. Other religions and false teachings are not built on
historical facts like these but rather on untrue myths and speculation. One example
is Mormonism, which teaches that God the Father is a highly evolved man who
became a god, that Jesus was the half-brother of Lucifer, that people can become
gods and rule their own planets, and that the ancient Israelites migrated to the
Americas and became the ancestors of the Native American Indians, which has zero
genetic or archaeological support.

1. What is a myth?
2. What is the difference between a myth and a fact?
3. Is Christianity built on myth or fact? Explain.
4. Is there anything in the Bible you think may be a myth and not a
fact? Explain.
MONDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 1:16-21
Word of the Day: Lord

Peter calls Jesus “Lord.” Peter means that Jesus is God who rules and reigns
over everyone and everything from his exalted throne in heaven. Practically, this also
means that every aspect of our life is under the lordship of Jesus. There is nothing in
our life that should be disconnected from Jesus.

What does it mean that Jesus is Lord?
Is Jesus the only Lord, or are there other gods who are lords too?

Who and what does Jesus rule over?

L=

Is there any part of our life that does not belong to Jesus’ rule?
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TUESDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 1:16—21

Word of the Day: Son of God

God the Father called Jesus his Son at Jesus’ baptism. Jesus called himself the
Son of God (e.g.,John 10:36), and often referred to God as Father. Peter also calls
Jesus the Son of God. He means that Jesus is the same as God the Father; they have
the same attributes, such as both being the Creator. When the Bible says that Jesus
is the Son of God, it means that Jesus is God. The Bible is not saying that Jesus is a
created being whom God the Father made, but rather that Jesus existed as God with
the Father in heaven in eternity past. God the Father sent Jesus into the world for
the mission of saving sinners.

. Is Jesus the Son of God?
2. When was Jesus first called the Son of God? At his baptism by God
the Fatbher.
3. What does it mean that Jesus is the Son of God?
Is anyone else the Son of God just like Jesus is?

5. What does the language of Father and Son tell us about the love between
God the Father and Jesus Christ?

WEDNESDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 1:16-21
Word of the Day: Eyewitnesses

Peter says that he was an eyewitness to the life, ministry, death, and resurrection
of Jesus Christ. In particular, Peter mentions being present at the baptism of Jesus
when God the Father spoke from heaven and the Holy Spirit descended upon Jesus
like a dove so that the entire Trinity was revealed. Peter was a disciple of Jesus who
learned from Jesus as they spent time together for three years. Peter heard Jesus
teach, saw Jesus perform miracles, saw Jesus die, and saw Jesus after his resurrection.
Therefore, no one knows more about Jesus than Peter. Furthermore, since there was
no technology in that day to record Jesus, the best way to know what he actually said
and did is to believe the testimony of eyewitnesses like Peter. Peter had nothing to
gain from telling lies about Jesus, and was even crucified upside down for worshiping
Jesus—he would not have done that if he was not sure Jesus was God.

1. What is an eyewitness?

2. Why is it important to listen to eyewitnesses if we want to know the truth
about something that happened?

3. List some parts of Jesus’life that Peter witnessed firsthand.

Why should we believe that Peter was telling the truth about Jesus and
not lying?
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5. Why is it important to know that the Bible was written by eyewitnesses to
Jesus (e.g., 1 John 1:1-4) or from the testimony of eyewitnesses
(Luke 1:1-4)?

THURSDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 1:16-21
Word of the Day: Inspiration

Peter says that the men who wrote the Bible did not make up what it says.
Instead, they said what God the Holy Spirit inspired them to say. Inspiration means
that God the Holy Spirit helped men write the exact words that God wanted to
have written (see also 2 Tim. 3:16). So, Peter is teaching that the Bible was written
by men and God working together, with the Holy Spirit leading them to write God’s
Word perfectly. This makes the Bible perfect and unlike any other book that has ever
been written or ever will be written.

What is inspiration?

Who wrote the Bible?

Is any book as perfect as the Bible?

How does God the Holy Spirit speak to us through the Bible?

Why do you think God went to so much trouble to give us the Bible?

A

FRIDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 1:16-21

Word of the Day: Inerrancy

Inerrancy is the doctrine that because the Scriptures are inspired by God the
Holy Spirit, they are perfect and without error. This doctrine is inextricably tied to
the character of God himself. God cannot lie (2 Sam. 7:28; Titus 1:2; Heb. 6:18). So,
the entire Bible is without any error or contradiction, unlike every other uninspired
writing and utterance (Num. 23:19; Ps. 12:6; 119:89; Prov. 30:5-6).

What does inerrancy mean?
Do you believe the Bible is inerrant? Why or why not?
Is there any other inerrant book besides the Bible?
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If the Bible is inerrant, why should we be careful to study it correctly and
learn exactly what it is saying?

~161~



SATURDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 1:16-21
Word of the Day: Scripture

Peter speaks of the books of the Bible as Scripture. The New Testament (NT)
speaks of the Old Testament (OT) as Scripture, for which the Greek word is graphe,
meaning “writing.” The word bible comes from the Greek word for book. Holy
Bible, therefore, means the “Holy Book.” It contains sixty-six separate books. The
thirty-nine books of the OT record the time from creation to Jesus’life on earth. The
twenty-seven books of the N'T begin with the four gospels, which are biographies of
Jesus’life, and then proceed to instructions to various Christians and churches. The
OT covers a few thousand years of human history, and was written over the course of
more than one thousand years. The NT covers just the first century of church history.
The NT was originally written in Greek and every book was completed by the close
of the first century. The OT was originally written in Hebrew on papyrus—a form of
paper made out of reeds; the New Testament was written on parchments (prepared
animal skins). A lecturer at the University of Paris created the Bible’s chapter
divisions in the early 1200s, which accounts for our current 1,189 chapter divisions.
The Bible’s 31,173 verse divisions were fully developed by 1551, in an effort to
provide addresses (not unlike those on our homes) that would help us find particular
sections. Over 77 percent of the Christian Bible is the OT. The OT has 929 chapters
and 23,214 verses. The NT has 260 chapters and 7,959 verses.

How many books are in the Bible?

How many books are in the OT?

How many books are in the NT?

What time in history does the OT record?

What time in history does the NT record?

What were the original languages of the OT and NT?

O e o
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SUNDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 2:1-10a
Word of the Day: False teachers

Peter warns Christians that there are false teachers. False teachers pretend to
speak for God, but what they teach is not true and does not agree with the Bible.
They are simply liars. False teachers are always very popular. They tell people what
they want to hear, rather than the truth. They often enjoy the power, fame, and
attention they receive. Christians are warned not to believe their ideas, follow their
teaching, read their books, or attend their meetings because they work for Satan and

not God.

1. What is a false teacher?

2. What is the difference between a false teacher and a true teacher?

3. How can you tell who is a true teacher and who is a false teacher?

4. Why are false teachers so popular?

5. How should you respond to false teachers and their false teaching?

6. What are some examples of false teaching you have heard?
MONDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 2:1-10a
Word of the Day: Heresy

In warning Christians against false teachers, Peter says that they teach
destructive heresies. A heresy is a false teaching, or a lie, that does not agree with
what Christians have always agreed that the Bible teaches. Examples of heresy
include saying that God is not a Trinity, that there is more than one God, that
Jesus is not God, that Jesus did not rise from death, that you can go to heaven
without Jesus, and that you do not need to repent of some sins such as sexual sin
(heterosexual and homosexual). Entire religions such as Mormonism and Jehovah’s
Witnesses, along with very liberal “Christianity,” are built on heresy. Heresy is
destructive because it gives us the wrong picture of God and builds our life on lies
instead of truth.
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1. What is a heresy?

2. What do we call someone who teaches heresy?

3. What are some examples of heresy you have heard of?

4. How can we know what is a heresy and what is not?

5. What can we do to learn the Bible so that we don’t believe heresy?
TUESDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 2:1—-10a
Word of the Day: Blasphemy

In warning Christians against false teachers, Peter says that false teachers
commit blasphemy. Blasphemy is telling lies about God to insult him, attack him,
mock him, and demean him. Someone has to be very arrogant to blaspheme God
and they often encourage other people to do the same. One example would be

devout atheists who say that there is no God and make fun of people who do believe
in God.

1. What is blasphemy?

2. Is it okay to blaspheme God? Why not?

3. What is an example of blaspheming God?

4. Do you know anyone who blasphemes God? Explain.
WEDNESDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 2:1-10a
Word of the Day: Greed

Peter says that false teachers are motivated by greed. Greed means that we love
money even more than God and will do just about anything to get more money.
False teachers do not teach what the Bible says because they would rather teach
whatever people pay them to teach so they can make more money. Since people want
to hear nice things, false teachers only say nice things and do not speak much about
sin or call people to repent of sin so they can make lots of money speaking to people

and selling their books (e.g., Jer. 6:14; 8:11; Isa. 30:10).

What is greed?

Why is greed a bad thing?

Should we do what is right, or what makes people happy?

Why do false teachers only say nice things?

What are some things in the Bible that are hard to hear but still true?

MAEFIR e
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THURSDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 2:1—10a
Word of the Day: Condemnation

Peter warns that false teachers will face condemnation when they stand before
God. What this means is that some people teach a lot of lies in this life and lead a
lot of people astray. But God is watching them and knows everything they think, say,
and do. One day they will stand before God and he will judge them, condemn them,
and sentence them to hell forever. This is a good thing because false teachers are

lying about God and hurting people and they need to be dealt with by God.

What is condemnation?
Will God allow any non-Christian to avoid condemnation?

Why is condemnation from God a good thing?
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Does God ever make a mistake and wrongly condemn someone, as
sometimes happens in our courts when innocent people are condemned
to jail?

FRIDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 2:1-10a
Word of the Day: Protection

In addition to promising the condemnation of false teachers, Peter reminds
Christians that God promises protection for them. Protection means that God
loves us, keeps an eye on us, helps us, and gets us through this world safely into
heaven. As an example of protection, Peter mentions Noah, whom God saved from
the flood, and Lot, whom God saved from the destruction of the cities of Sodom
and Gomorrah by getting him out of town just in time. Peter is stressing that even
if the world gets dark and false teachers are everywhere, we can trust God and his
protection of us.

What is God’s protection?

How did God protect Noah and his family?

How did God protect Lot?

Can you think of any other people in the Bible that God protected?

Uk Lo

Do you believe God will protect you from condemnation and get you to

heaven safely? Why or why not?
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SATURDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 2:1-10a
Word of the Day: Despise

In warning Christians about false teachers, Peter says that they despise
authority. To despise means that they do not listen to godly people, do not submit
to godly people, and do not learn from godly people. Instead, they only believe
themselves, and they only listen to people who agree with them. People who despise
godly authority are proud and dangerous like Satan, who also despised God’s
authority. People who despise authority always want to teach but never want to learn
and end up being false teachers who disobey and rebel against God. Sadly, those who
despise godly authority also lead others astray to join them in fighting against God.

What does it mean to despise godly authority?
What kinds of things do people who despise godly authority do and not do?

3. Can you think of some examples in the Bible or church history of people
who despised God and godly authority? If so, what happened to them?

4. What godly authority do you need to ensure that you do not despise?
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SUNDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 2:106-22
Word of the Day: Bold

In warning Christians against false teachers, Peter notes that they are often
bold. This means that they are very confident, pushy, and certain that they are
right and that other people are wrong. Even though they are wrong, their boldness
makes them seem convincing so that some people wonder if they are not actually
false teachers. What Peter is teaching is that someone can be sincere, confident,
convincing, bold, and still wrong and a false teacher.

What is boldness?
How are bold people sometimes convincing?

If someone is sure they are right, does that always mean they are right?
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Can you think of anyone in the Bible or church history who was bold
but wrong?

5. Can you remember any of the times Peter was bold but was wrong in his
life? Examples include when he told Jesus what to do, and when he cut a man’s ear
off with a sword when he was not supposed fo.

MONDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 2:106-22
Word of the Day: Deception

Peters warns that false teachers practice deception. By deception, he means that
they lie, do not tell the whole truth, and manipulate things to say what they want
them to say. They are hypocrites who teach one thing but do another. Deception is a
bad thing. The Bible says that Satan is the deceiver who deceived Eve; so, when we
deceive people we are doing what Satan does.

What is deception?
Who was the first being to deceive people?
What are some ways people try to deceive other people?
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Does God try to deceive people?
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5. Why is it important to tell the whole truth and not try to deceive people?

6. Is there any deception, including secrets, in your life?

TUESDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 2:106—22
Word of the Day: Ignorant

In warning Christians about false teachers, Peter says that they are ignorant.
To be ignorant means you do not know what you are talking about. Ignorant people
often have strong opinions, boss people around, and loudly tell other people what
they think. Regardless, ignorant people do not know what they are talking about so
all of their beliefs, opinions, and judgments are foolish. When it comes to Jesus and
the Bible, lots of people are ignorant and don’t know what they are talking about.

1. What does it mean to be ignorant?
What do ignorant people need to do to learn about Jesus and the Bible?

3. Why do some people act like they know what they are talking about when
they do not?

4. Do you ever pretend to know something you are ignorant about? Explain.

WEDNESDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 2:106—22
Word of the Day: Sin

Peter says that false teachers like to sin and they encourage other people to
sin too. False teachers often have something bad in mind that they want to do. But
rather than repenting, they create ways to make it sound like doing the bad thing
would actually be a good thing. Other people who also want to do the bad thing
then listen to the false teacher so that they too can have a reason to do the bad thing.

What is sin?

How do false teachers and sin work together?

Why do people who want to sin like false teachers?

What kind of sins do you think false teachers today want people to do?

DA e

When you want to sin should you believe what the Bible says or go find a
false teacher to say doing a bad thing is okay? Why?
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THURSDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 2:106—-22
Word of the Day: Going astray

In warning Christians against false teachers, Peter says that they have gone
astray. The Bible speaks of Christians as walking with God along a narrow path.
Sin is when we go astray and wander from God to go and do our own thing. Peter
has already told us in his letters that God is our Father and we are his children. So,
wandering astray from God is like a child wandering away from their parent to get
lost or even hurt.

What does it mean to wander astray from God?
What are some things people do to wander astray from God?
Why is it dangerous to wander away from God?

Why are some reasons that people wander astray from God?

A

Have you ever wandered astray from your parents? What was that like and
what does that teach you about the importance of not wandering astray

from God?

FRIDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 2:105—22
Word of the Day: Slavery

Peter warns that false teachers promise freedom but only provide slavery. What
he means is that when people sin they become a slave to their sin. For example,
if someone chooses to abuse food, alcohol, or drugs, they become a slave to it and
cannot stop doing it. Their sin becomes like a slave master that rules over them and
harms them. In this way, Peter is speaking about slavery that we choose for ourselves
through our sin.

How does sin become slavery to us?
How are real slaves treated?
How does sin treat us like slaves?

Does God treat us like slaves? Explain.

A

How is true freedom the ability to stop sinning by Jesus’ help?
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SATURDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 2:106—-22
Word of the Day: Defiled

In warning against false teachers, Peter says that they are defiled. By defiled,
Peter means that they are people who do dirty things and want other people to join
them in doing dirty things. These dirty things are sins that make our soul dirty and
do not help us grow to be holy like Jesus.

What does it mean to be defiled?
What is the dirtiest you have ever been? How did you get clean?

How does Jesus cleanse us from our sin?

L=

After Jesus has cleansed us from our sin, why is it foolish to sin again and
get dirty?

5. Do you know anyone who does dirty things and wants you to do them
too? Explain.
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WITNESS 8

PERSEVERENCE

lesson 1 — perseverence until judgement

lesson 2 — perseverence until Jesus returns

lesson 3 — perseverence until the new creation

lesson 4 — perseverence until God is finished with you

Trial: 8 Witnesses - family questions




'PERSEVERENCE =~ ™|
UNTIL JUDGEMENT

‘\ lesson 1 ‘ Jfamily questions

SUNDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 3:1-7
Word of the Day: Letters

Peter speaks about the letters he has written to the churches, which are now
part of our Bible. Many of the books in the New Testament are also letters. In
that day when it was hard to travel (there were no cars or airplanes) and hard to
communicate (there was no radio, TV, Internet, or even printing press), people
would often communicate by writing letters. It was a big treat to receive a letter
and the letters that are in the Bible were read out loud to the whole churches that
received them.

Why are many of the books in the New Testament letters?
Who got to hear the letter read when it came to the church?
How much do you enjoy getting mail?

What is the most fun thing you've ever gotten in the mail?
gy g

A

Who should you write a letter to because it would be very special to them?
Parents, help your child write and mail a letter so they can do what Peter did.

MONDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 3:1-7
Word of the Day: Reminders

Peter tells the churches that much of what he wrote in his letters to them
were reminders. Reminders are things that we know, but sometimes forget or do
not do, and so someone has to tell us again. In Christianity, it is important to have
reminders. This means that sometimes we review things we already know to make
sure we understand them and are doing them.

What are reminders?
What kinds of things do you often have to be reminded of?
What things in the Bible are helpful for you to be reminded of?

L=

What are some things you can do to help remind yourself about important
things concerning Jesus and the Bible?
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TUESDAY

Bible Readin g This Week: 2 Peter 3:1-7
Word of the Day: Commandments

Peter tells Christians that they should obey God’s commandments. By
commandments the Bible means that God give us instructions that he expects us to
follow. God’s commandments are always good because God is good and loves us and
his rules are to help us and protect us. Some people treat parts of the Bible like they
are optional, but Peter says that the Bible is filled with God’s commands to
be obeyed.

What are commandments?
How many commandments did God give Moses on the stone tablets? Zen.
Can you name all of the Ten Commandments (Ex. 20:1-17)?

Are there any of God’s commandments that you wish you did not have
to obey?
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5. Are there any rules in your family (and school, if applicable) that you wish
you did not have to obey?

WEDNESDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 3:1-7
Word of the Day: Scoffers

Peter warns Christians that they will meet scoffers. Scoffers are people who
make fun of Christians, say the Bible is not true, and like to make us feel dumb and
weird. Scoffers can really hurt our feelings and make us sad. So, Peter tells us that
Jesus had scoffers too and that we should pray for them. We need to just keep doing
what is right and try not to worry about what scoffers think or say about us.

What is a scoffer?
What kinds of things did the scoffers say to Jesus?
How do scoffers make you feel?

Does anyone scoft you? Explain.

A

Do you scoft anyone? Explain.

THURSDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 3:1-7
Word of the Day: Sinful desires

Peter says that some people give in to their sinful desires. Sinful desires are
temptations to do bad things and sin against God. Sinful desires are sometimes very
strong, but they are wrong. If we ask him, Jesus will help us not give in to strong
sinful desires.
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What are sinful desires?
Are sinful desires sometimes really strong? Explain.

Is it okay to give in to a sinful desire, even if it is really strong?

L b=

What kind of sinful desires do you sometimes have?

FRIDAY
Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 3:1-7
Word of the Day: Judgment

Peter says that some people will give in to their sinful desires and scoft
Christians for their entire life. They laugh at Christians and think we are foolish for
following Jesus and believing the Bible. And then they die. Peter says that when they
die they will stand before God for judgment. Peter means that, just like a criminal
who is caught and has to stand before a judge, non-Christians will stand before God
for judgment. Because God knows our lives perfectly, he judges perfectly and no one
will get away with anything before him.

What is judgment?

Who judges non-Christians after they die?

Is God a perfect judge? Explain.

Does God let any non-Christian get away from being judged for any sin?
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Why is it important for Christians to not judge non-Christians, but rather
do what is right and wait for God to judge them?

SATURDAY
Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 3:1-7
Word of the Day: Flood

Peter says that the time before Jesus comes back will be like the days of Noah
and the flood. In the days of Noah, everyone was sinning all the time and did not
believe God would do anything about it. Then, God flooded the earth and all the
sinners drowned. The only people who lived were Noah and his family because God
saved them with an ark (a large boat). God did not save them because they were
better than the other people, but rather because “Noah found favor [grace in the
original Hebrew] in the eyes of the LORD” (Gen. 6:8). So, before Jesus comes back
to send people to hell and establish heaven, people will be sinning and ignoring God
like the people did in Noah'’s day. But some people will be saved by God’s grace, like
Noah and his family were. In that way, Jesus is kind of like our ark and he gets us
safely to heaven.

What were people doing before the flood in Noah’s day?
Why did God save Noah and his family from the flood?
How will things be like they were in Noah’s day when Jesus comes back?
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How is Jesus like our ark?
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SUNDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 3:8-10
Word of the Day: Hell

Peter says that, sadly, for some people this life is as close as they will ever get to
heaven. That is because they keep sinning and ignoring God until they die. They then
stand before God for judgment and are sent to hell like prisoners are sent to prison.
Peter learned about hell from Jesus, who spoke about it more than anyone else in
the Bible. Hell is a terrible place where people who do not love God go so that they
cannot sin anymore. Hell lasts forever because people last forever. In hell there is no
love or joy and there is just misery.

1. What is hell?
2. Who judges people and sends them to hell?
3. Who talked about hell more than anyone else in the Bible?
4. How long does hell last?
5. What do you think hell is like? Explain.
MONDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 3:8-10
Word of the Day: Eternal

Peter says that Christians need to persevere, or keep living as Christians, even
though it seems like a long time before Jesus will come back and set up heaven on
earth. Peter explains that God does not see time like we do. God is eternal, which
means he lives outside of time without beginning or end (even though he did create
time and does work in time). From God’s perspective, Peter says, the two thousand
years that have passed since Jesus walked on the earth are only like a few days. This is
because only God is uncaused and eternal.

What does it mean that God is eternal?
Is anyone other than God eternal?
Does God have a beginning? No.

Does God have an end? No.

L=
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5. Does God get old like we do? No.
6. Does God see the future already? Yes.

TUESDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 3:8—-10
Word of the Day: Patient

Jesus came two thousand years ago and promised that he would come back to
get rid of sin once and forever, and establish his kingdom. The two thousand years
that have already passed make some people to wonder if God is slow. Peter says that
Jesus has not returned yet because God lovingly takes his time to save many people
and make them Christians. This is because God is incredibly patient.

1. Why is it taking so long for Jesus to return?

2. What does it mean that God is patient?

3. Why is patience a good thing?

4. In what ways are you impatient?
WEDNESDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 3:8—10
Word of the Day: Repentance

Peter says that Jesus has not returned yet because there are still people that will
come to repentance. By repentance, the Bible means that our minds change so that
we see our sin, our hearts change so that we want to change our behavior, and our
actions change to show that God has changed us from the inside out. Repentance
also includes telling God we are sorry, thanking Jesus for forgiving our sin, and
asking the people we have sinned against to forgive us.

What does repentance mean?
Why does God want people to repent?

Give an example of a time when you repented. How did you feel afterward?
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Who are not yet Christians that you could be praying come to Jesus and
repentance? Parents, this is a good opportunity fo pray for non-Christians your
family knows and thus show how God is patient so that people would not perish
but rather would come to repentance.
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THURSDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 3:8—10

Word of the Day: Day of the Lord

Peter says that there is a coming day of the Lord. The day of the Lord is
mentioned frequently in the Old Testament as a day of judgment, on which God
deals with sinners and their sins. The great day of the Lord will be one day in the
future when Jesus returns, puts an end to all sin, and ushers in his perfect kingdom.
Peter has in mind the day when we will see Jesus rule over a creation that no longer
has any sin or curse.

What is the day of the Lord?

What will change when Jesus returns?

Are you looking forward to Jesus’ return? Explain.

What do you think it will be like to meet Jesus and be with him forever?

A

What do you think you will say to Jesus when you first meet him face
to face?

FRIDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 3:8—10
Word of the Day: New creation

In speaking of Jesus’ return, Peter says that God will set up a new creation. This
new creation will be like our world but without any sin or curse. That means there
will be no sin, no Satan, no demons, no sickness, and no death. Our sin has affected
all of creation so that it is cursed and not as beautiful or enjoyable as it should be.
But all of that will be fixed in the new creation.

Why is our world not perfect like God made it?
What is the new creation?

What will not be in the new creation that is in our world because of sin?
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What are you most looking forward to in the new creation?

SATURDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 3:8—10
Word of the Day: Exposed

Peter says that on the day of the Lord when Jesus returns to judge sinners and
make the new creation, everything will be exposed. What he means is that there are
a lot of sins committed by people who are never caught, arrested, or dealt with in this
life. They seem to be getting away with sin. But when Jesus returns everything will be
exposed, meaning it will be made known and no longer hidden in secrecy.
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What does it mean for sin to be exposed?
Why is it a good thing that Jesus will expose all sin when he returns?

Have you ever tried to sin in secret and then got caught and exposed?
Explain what happened and what you learned from that.

Why is it better to confess your sin to Jesus and your parents rather than
waiting to get caught by Jesus?

Is there any secret sin in your life?
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SUNDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 3:11-13
Word of the Day: Eternal living

Peter says that life is very short, Jesus is coming back, all sin will be dealt with
once and forever, and that God’s perfect kingdom will be established as part of God’s
new creation. Since our lives are very short and heaven is forever, Peter says that we
should live our lives with eternity in mind. Because our lives are short and heaven is
coming, we should not freak out, excuse our sin, or be lazy. In this way, how we live
is preparation for heaven, much like how we prepare for a great vacation by getting
everything ready to get there and have fun.

1. What is eternal living?

2. Why should we live our life not as if it is all we have, but rather as getting
ready for heaven?

3. How will heaven be like a super fun vacation that lasts forever?

What can we do in this life to get ready for the day when we see Jesus and
go to heaven forever?

MONDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 3:11-13
Word of the Day: Holiness

Peter says that since God and heaven are holy, Christians should live holy lives
to help them get ready to spend eternity in heaven. Heaven is our home and we are
just visiting the earth to meet Jesus, serve people, and learn lessons before we go to
our heavenly home. Holiness means living a life like Jesus lived by the power of the

Holy Spirit because we love God.

What is holiness?

Why should Christians want to live a holy life?
Who lived a perfectly holy life? Explain.

How does the Holy Spirit help us to live a holy life?

R

What do you think heaven will be like when you never sin again?
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TUESDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 3:11-13
Word of the Day: Waiting

Peter says that because God tells us that Jesus is coming back, sin will be no
more, and everything will be perfect, sometimes we can get impatient and want it all
to happen right now. However, waiting is something that God wants us to learn to
do. This waiting is important because while we are waiting, God is finishing his work
with people and we get to help him by doing ministry.

1. Why is it important that we keep waiting for God to finish his work on

the earth?
2. Why does God want us to do ministry while we wait for Jesus to return?
3. What is the longest you remember having to wait for something?
4. How good do you think you are at waiting patiently? Explain.
WEDNESDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 3:11-13
Word of the Day: Righteous

Peter says that while we wait for Jesus to return, we need to work on living
righteous lives. This is because in heaven there is no sin and only righteousness.
Righteousness is what Jesus gives us, and how we are to live by the power of the

Holy Spirit.

What is righteousness?
What are some righteous things God wants you to do?

What are some specific unrighteous things God wants you to not do?
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What do you think it will be like in heaven when everyone is only righteous
all the time and no one ever says or does anything bad?

THURSDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 3:11-13
Word of the Day: New heaven and new earth

Peter says that one day Jesus will make a new heaven and a new earth. The new
heaven and new earth will be heaven and earth coming together as one so that we
are with God forever. The new earth will be like our earth but without any sinners,
sin, curse, sickness, death, evil, injustice, or crying. So, the new earth will have all of
God’s people, plenty of good food to eat, and lots of music, fun, and laughter—like a
really fun vacation or party.
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What will the new earth be like?
What bad things are in the world now that will not be in the new earth?

Who do you want to meet in heaven from the Bible or church history?

L=

Do you think we will be able to do things like play ball, go swimming, and

have fun on the new earth?

5. What do you think will be fun for you to do in heaven?

FRIDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 3:11-13
Word of the Day: Home

For the Christians who are suffering because people are being mean to them,
Peter says that heaven is really the Christian’s home. Before Jesus went back to
heaven, he said he was going to God the Father’s home and was building a home for
us when we die. Just like sometimes it is hard to be away from home on the earth,
so too it is sometimes hard to have this world feel like home. What makes a place
a home is that our family is there, but until we get to heaven with God and all his
people, we are not yet really at home. Still, since we love our family and enjoy our
friends and church, we have a taste of our heavenly home here on earth.

1. How is heaven our home?

2. What do you like most about your home?

3. What do you think your home in heaven will be like?

4. What are some of your favorite memories with your family? Why?
SATURDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 3:11-13
Word of the Day: Fire

Peter says that when Jesus returns there will be a judgment of fire. What he
means is that all the bad things of the earth will be burned up like garbage is burned

up at the landfill. Because God does not want evil things in heaven, he will use fire
to get rid of bad things so that only good things remain for heaven.

1. What is the judgment of fire?

2. Can you remember a time when you got to throw something into a fire?
What happened to it?

3. Why is it good that God will throw all the bad things on the earth into the
fire to burn them up?

4. What bad things are you looking forward to seeing God burn up in the
judgment of fire?
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SUNDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 3:14-18

Word of the Day: Beloved

As he closes his letter to his church, Peter calls the Christians “beloved.” This
is a special name that means “the people who are loved.” Both God and their pastor,
Peter, love the Christians, just as both God and the leaders of our church love you. It
is a wonderful thing to be someone’s beloved, and you are God’s beloved.

1. What does beloved mean?
2. Name all the people you can think of who love you.
3. Name all the people you can think of whom you love.
4. Parents, please take some time for each person in your family to take a few
moments and tell each other member of your family why they love them.
MONDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 3:14-18
Word of the Day: Salvation

Nearing the end of his letter, Peter speaks about God giving us salvation.
Salvation, or being saved, is a very important concept. Salvation means that God
saves us from Satan, sin, death, hell, and wrath. God gives us salvation through Jesus
who died in our place for our sins to rescue us.

What is salvation?

What are Christians saved from?

Who saves Christians?

What kind of life are Christians saved to?

What would happen to us if Jesus did not save us?

M
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TUESDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 3:14—18

Word of the Day: Peace

Peter says that Christians can live with great joy knowing that they have peace
with God. This is possible because Jesus is our God who forgives our sin so that we
can have peace with God. Peace with God means that although we were enemies of
God due to our sin, because of Jesus we have become friends with God and he has
only love and kindness for us. This peace means that God is for us, loves us, helps us,
serves us, cares for us, and will never stop being good to us.

What is peace with God?
What is the only way we can have peace with God?

3. Have you ever had an enemy become your friend? If so, what does that
teach you about your relationship with God?

4. What does it mean that God will never stop treating us with peace as
friends? Explain.

WEDNESDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 3:14-18
Word of the Day: Paul

Near the end of his letter, Peter mentions other letters written by Peter’s
Christian friend and fellow apostle and pastor, a man named Paul. Peter says that
Paul’s letters are also Scripture, which is why they are in our Bible. In fact, Paul wrote
more books of the New Testament than anyone else. Before he became a Christian,
Paul hated Christians and even oversaw the murder of the early church deacon
Stephen. But Jesus changed Paul’s heart and made him a Christian. Paul became
one of the most powerful and courageous pastors who ever lived. Paul and Peter
were friends, and Peter learned a lot from Paul’s letters that are now in our Bible,
even though as Peter says they had some things that were hard to understand. This
just goes to show that even Peter had to study the Bible to learn its meaning, even
though he had written other books of the Bible! So, we should not get discouraged
when some things in the Bible are hard for us to understand also.

Who is Paul?
What do you know about Paul’s life and ministry?
How does Peter describe Paul’s letters that are in the Bible?

Are there some parts of the Bible that are hard to understand? What should
we do with them?

L=
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THURSDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 3:14-18
Word of the Day: Grow

Almost done with his letter, Peter reminds us that Christians should always
keep growing in God’s grace and the knowledge of Jesus Christ. Peter is saying that,

like children should eat well and exercise so they can grow physically, so we should
build healthy habits so that we can grow spiritually.

What things in your life have helped you grow spiritually?
At what times in your life have you felt closest to God? Explain.
What good habits will help you to grow in your knowledge of Jesus?
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Parents, share with your children evidences of God’s grace that you see in
their life and the ways in which you have seen them grow spiritually so that
they are encouraged by you to keep growing.

FRIDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 3:14-18
Word of the Day: Jesus Christ

With his letter nearly done, Peter mentions Jesus Christ. He does this because
he loves Jesus, serves Jesus, worships Jesus, imitates Jesus, and wants the people in his
church to do the same.

Where was Jesus born? Bethlehem.
Where did Jesus grow up? Nazareth.
Who was Jesus’ mommy? Mary.
Who was Jesus’ adoptive daddy? Joseph.
Who were Jesus” half-brothers? James and Jude.
Did Jesus have brothers and sisters? Yes (Matt. 13:53-56).
Who was Jesus? God.
Did Jesus ever sin? No.
Did Jesus ever marry or have kids? No.
. Did Jesus love and play with kids? Yes.
. How did Jesus die? Crucifixion.
. Why did Jesus die? For our sins.
. What happened to Jesus three days after he died? He resurrected.

Y 0N oW

Y
A WO N R O

. How did Peter know Jesus? They were friends and Peter was Jesus’ disciple.
For three years Peter was with Jesus fo see his miracles, hear his preaching, and be
with him after he rose from death.

15. Where is Jesus today? In heaven.
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SATURDAY

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 3:14—18
Word of the Day: Glory

Peter’s closing word of his two letters is “glory.” The final thought Peter leaves
with Christians is that we should do everything in this life and the life to come to
God’s glory. Because we were made for God’s glory, when we live for God’s glory
we are happy. When the Bible says that God is glorious, it means he is amazing,
wonderful, perfect, beautiful, majestic, holy, powerful, and overwhelming. To live for
God’s glory is to make every decision in our life based upon what God wants for us,
what honors God, what is obedient to God, and what Jesus would do, because God
alone is worthy of glory. So, the one short way of remembering to do everything that
Peter teaches in both his letters is to simply remember to do one thing: live for the
glory of God by the power of the Holy Spirit.

What does it mean to live for the glory of God?

Why is God worthy of glory?

How is living for the glory of God really the key to obeying God?
Can we sin if we are living for the glory of God?

DA e

How happy does it make you when you do what is right and live for God’s
glory instead of sin? Explain.

o

In what areas of your life are you living for God’s glory?

7. In what areas of your life can you grow to do a better job of living for
God’s glory?
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'THEMATIC STUDIES FOR
COMMUNITY GROUPS
.

appendix ‘

'The following section contains additional lessons about key biblical themes
related to 1 and 2 Peter. Community groups may choose to discuss these
topics periodically throughout the overall Trial study in order to gain a deeper
understanding of Peter’s letters, and in order to learn how to apply significant
theological doctrines to everyday life.

See pages 19-21 for more information about community groups and the
Trial curriculum.
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'THE SOVEREIGNTY
OF GOD

| lesson 1 ‘ community group questions |

.

INTRODUCTION:

A major theme in Peter’s letters is the reality of the sovereignty of God and
how that informs our lives and our faith.

DISCUSSION:

What does it mean that God is sovereign?

EXPLANATION:

-Look up passages that speak to God’s sovereignty: 1 Pet.1:2, 4, 20, 25; 4:11;
5:10.

-What do these passages indicate about Gods sovereignty?

-Look up passages that speak to God’s presence: 1 Pet.1:3, 5,17, 23; 3:12;
Ps. 34:12-16.

-What do these passages indicate about God’s sovereignty?

APPLICATION:

-How do the passages above work together to give you a picture of sovereignty?
-Which of these verses challenge your idea of what sovereignty is?

-What is comforting to you about God’s sovereignty?

-What do these Scriptures reveal about God’s character and compassion?
-How do you attempt to exert your own sovereignty in your life?

-What doubts keep you from resting in God’s sovereignty?

-What truths from Scripture help you put those doubts to death?
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.

INTRODUCTION:

We have been born again into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus.
'This week we celebrate Christ’s victory over sin and death and the hope that we
have through Him.

DISCUSSION:

What does it mean to be born again?

EXPLANATION:

-What does verse three indicate as the cause of being born again?
-Read John 3:1-21. What does Jesus tell Nicodemus about being born again?
-Read John 11:17-27. What does Jesus say about the resurrection?

APPLICATION:

-What is your reaction to the idea that God caused you to be born again?
-Why do you think Nicodemus had such a hard time understanding the idea of
being born again?

-What hang-ups do you share with Nicodemus?

-What is the hope that we have in Jesus through his resurrection?

-How would you describe a “living hope”?

-How is your life marked by this kind of hope?
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\

INTRODUCTION:

Mothers have a unique opportunity to influence their children as well as their
husbands. A mother who clothes herself in humility pours grace on her family
and preaches the gospel to generations. Give thanks to God for a mother who
loves the Lord and clothes herself in humility.

DISCUSSION:
Wohat are the marks of a godly mother?

EXPLANATION:

-What particular challenges do moms face that test their humility?
-Why does a mother’s work often go unrecognized?
-How does a mom show love to her family?

-What does humility look like for a mom?

APPLICATION:

-Why is it so important for moms to walk in humility?
-How has your mother shaped your attitude in relationships?

For women:
-How does your attitude affect your husband?
-How does your attitude affect your children?

-What does it look like to abide in Jesus during the heat of a hard day?
-How does your reliance on Scripture affect your attitude in the home?
-Who has been a humble mother in the faith to you?

-What can you do to show them your appreciation for their love of Jesus?
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\

INTRODUCTION:

As we look back Peter’s encouragement to live as God’s chosen in the midst of
trials, let’s us consider the role of the church in the call to righteousness.

DISCUSSION:

How is our identity in Christ related to our corporate identity as a church?

EXPLANATION:

-In what ways does Peter describe his audience (the church) in his first letter?
-What makes up their corporate identity?

-What are the implications of the church being: God’s temple (2:4-8), God’s
people (2:10), God’s servants (2:16), God’s family (1:22-23; 4:17), and God’s
flock (5:2)?

-Are the admonishments toward holiness directed individually or corporately in
this letter?

APPLICATION:

-Do you tend to see your faith in personal terms or corporate terms?
-What is the disadvantage of seeing yourself only in personal terms?
-How do you participate with other believers in being the temple of God?
-How does God use our community in the process of sanctification?
-What is your responsibility to others in our community?

-How has the community helped you in your walk with Jesus?

-What can we do to develop a stronger sense of corporate identity in Jesus?
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| lesson 5 ‘ community group questions |
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INTRODUCTION:

Fathers should have a love for the Bible and rely on it to guide their lives and
the decisions they make for their family. Thank God if you have a father that
tears the Lord and loves his Word.

DISCUSSION:
What does a good dad do?

EXPLANATION:

-What is the responsibility of Dad with respect to sound doctrine?
-How does a dad show love to his family?

APPLICATION:

-Why is it important for dad to have sound doctrine?
-How has your dad shaped your doctrinal beliefs for better or for worse?

For men:
-What legacy do you want to leave for your children?
-What are you doing today to ensure that legacy?

-How does your reliance on Scripture affect your legacy?
-Who has been a good father in the faith to you?

-What can you do to show them your appreciation for their love of Jesus and
the truth?
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INTRODUCTION:

When considering the question of what makes a teacher good or false, we need
look no further then their reverence for and submission to Scripture.

DISCUSSION:
How is the Word of God living and active?

EXPLANATION:

-How does Peter appeal to Scripture (1 Pet. 1:24-25; 2:6-8; 3:10-12; 4:18)?
-How is an appeal to the Old Testament an appeal to Scripture?

-Where does Peter appeal to New Testament writings as Scripture?

-What is the source of Scripture for 1 Peter 1:11 and 2 Peter 1:21?

-What does 1 Peter 1:23-25 say about the enduring quality of Scripture?

APPLICATION:
-What does it mean that Scripture is a seed (1 Pet. 1:23,25)?
-How is Scripture a seed in your life?
-On what authority do you tend to lean in your life?
-How has Scripture become a friend to you in your new birth?

-What is the difference between reading to know about God and reading to
know God?

-How do you typically approach the Bible?
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